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| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people, (Ephesians 1:18)

We need to see life differently!

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1)

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in
adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” When they
kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any
one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Jesus
straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do | condemn
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (John 8:1-11)

God wants you to leave your old identity behind.

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, |
thank you that you have heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but |
said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe
that you sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to
them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” (John 11:41-44)

Freedom requires effort.

Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:13-14)

Freedom best happens in relationship.

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and
effective. (James 5:16)

Mutual confession creates the environment for healing.

... All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5)

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we
make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:8-10)

Jesus never wanted his disciples to live life in solitude.

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive
themselves. (Galatians 6:2-3)

Freedom is a choice.

And do not be conformed to this world [any longer with its superficial
values and customs], but be transformed and progressively changed [as
you mature spiritually] by the renewing of your mind [focusing on godly
values and ethical attitudes], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His
plan and purpose for you]. (Romans 12:2 AMP)

We must make better choices.

Repeated mistakes are a choice.

Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword?
Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for
us to go back to Egypt?” And they said to each other, “We should choose a
leader and go back to Egypt.” (Numbers 14:3-4)

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:34-36)




