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Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, our vineyards
that are in bloom. (Song of Songs 2:15)

Everyday traps can destroy the fruit of our lives.
“A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” (Galatians 5:9)
A tiny compromise can infect your entire character.

Gossip can destroy your life.

They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they
invent ways of doing evil; (Romans 1:29-30)

Now at the same time, they also learn to be idle as they go from house to
house; and not only idle, but also gossips and busybodies [meddlers in
things that do not concern them], talking about things they should not
mention. (1 Timothy 5:13 AMP)

Gossip divides the church.

A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.
(Proverbs 16:28)

Gossips tear down, disciples build up.

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what
is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may
benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:29-30)

Being easily offended is a spiritual trap.

Therefore, as God'’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
(Colossians 3:12-14)

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

Remember, you deserve hell.
Being easily offended is a sign of spiritual immaturity.

Brothers and sisters, | could not address you as people who live by the
Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. | gave
you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are
still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere
humans? (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)

Loving and trusting others is a sign of spiritual maturity.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

Looking like the world can get us spat out.

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were
either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor
cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘| am rich; | have
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that you
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. (Revelation 3:15-17)

Our compromise can lead to the next generation’s bondage.

The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought
you up out of Egypt and led you into the land | swore to give to your
ancestors. | said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, and you shall
not make a covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break
down their altars.’” Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have you done this?
(Judges 2:1-2)

After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another
generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for
Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the
Baals. (Judges 2:10-11)

Are you willing to tear down some altars?




