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...they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside
down have come here also,” (Acts 17:6 ESV)

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city
and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone
great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and
exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of God.” They
followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his
sorcery. But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he
followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he
saw. (Acts 8:9-13)

People are watching.
You are a missionary.
What sermon is your life preaching?

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the
word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived,
they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy
Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had
simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John
placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

(Acts 8:14-17)

Scripture should not be used to explain our experience; it is to
be used to guide our lives.

What was meant to unite us has been used to divide us.

Focus on the Fruit of the Spirit.

But the fruit of the Spirit [the result of His presence within us] is love
[unselfish concern for others], joy, [inner] peace, patience [not the ability
to wait, but how we act while waiting], kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.

(Galatians 5:22-233 AMP)

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love [for
others growing out of God'’s love for me], then | have become only a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal [just an annoying distraction].

(1 Corinthians 13:1 AMP)

We cannot ignore the Holy Spirit.

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’
hands, he offered them money and said, “Give me also this ability so that
everyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” Peter
answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you
could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this
ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this
wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for
having such a thought in your heart. For | see that you are full of bitterness
and captive to sin.” Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that
nothing you have said may happen to me. “After they had further
proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.
(Acts 8:18-25)

Your motives matter.




