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Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time
for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?” (Haggai 1)

Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by contact with a dead body touches
one of these things, does it become defiled?” “Yes,” the priests replied, “it
becomes defiled.” Then Haggai said, “So it is with this people and this
nation in my sight,” declares the Lord. ‘Whatever they do and whatever
they offer there is defiled. ‘Now give careful thought to this from this day
on—consider how things were before one stone was laid on another in the
Lord’s temple. When anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there
were only ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to draw fifty measures,
there were only twenty ‘I struck all the work of your hands with blight,
mildew and hail, yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord. ‘From
this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful
thought to the day when the foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid.
Give careful thought: Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the
vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne
fruit.  ““From this day on | will bless you.”” (Haggai 2:13-19)

God prioritizes your future over your present.

Don’t embrace the mud.

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
servants have food to spare, and here | am starving to death! | will set out
and go back to my father and say to him: Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you...” (Luke 15:17-18)

The mud is a classroom, not your future.

The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth
day of the month: “Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that | am going to
shake the heavens and the earth...”’On that day,” declares the Lord
Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,” declares
the Lord, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring, for | have chosen you,’
declares the Lord Almighty.” (Haggai 2:20-23)

Our repentance and humility lead to restoration.

The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against
you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it
on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. (Luke 15:21-23)

God wants to put His ring on you!

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)




