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Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time
for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?” (Haggai 1)

on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came
through the prophet Haggai: “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the
remnant of the people. Ask them, ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in
its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like
nothing? But now be strong, Zerubbabel,” declares the Lord. ‘Be strong,
Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the
land,” declares the Lord, ‘and work. For | am with you,” declares the Lord
Almighty. ‘This is what | covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt.
And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.” ‘The silver is mine and the
gold is mine,” declares the Lord Almighty. ‘The glory of this present house
will be greater than the glory of the former house,” says the Lord Almighty.
‘And in this place | will grant peace,” declares the Lord Almighty.”

(Haggai 2:1-9)

God sees your hard work.

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have
shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.
(Hebrews 6:10)

Comparison kills the joy God intends for you to enjoy.

But let every person carefully scrutinize and examine and test his own
conduct and his own work. He can then have the personal satisfaction and
joy of doing something commendable [in itself alone] without [resorting
to] boastful comparison with his neighbor. (Galatians 6:4 AMPC)

“We are doing so little as compared with other people, therefore let us
give up. We cannot build like Solomon, therefore let us not build at all. Yet,
brethren, there is a falsehood in all this, for, in truth, nothing is worthy of
God.” -Charles H. Spurgeon

God has more for us than we can see.

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and | will raise it again in
three days.” They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,
and you are going to raise it in three days?” (John 2:19-20)

As the Lord had declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed the treasures from
the temple of the Lord and from the royal palace, and cut up the gold
articles that Solomon king of Israel had made for the temple of the Lord.
(2 Kings 24:13)

God replaced the Holy things with Jesus.

But the temple he had spoken of was his body. (John 2:19-21)

God has equipped you to be a temple also.

Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. You are not your
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. (Romans 12:1)

The purpose of worship songs is to express with words what
should already be expressed in your life.




