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“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in 
danger of the fire of hell.” (Matthew 5:21-22) 
 
Jesus elevates the Law. 
 
God looks at our heart. 
 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
(1 Samuel 16:7) 
 
The Law was given to transform our hearts. 
 
Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.  Your commands are 
always with me and make me wiser than my enemies. 
I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. I 
have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts. 
(Psalms 119:97-100) 
 
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there 
in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and 
offer your gift. (Matthew 5:23-24) 
 
People are more important than religious activity. 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I 
possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
 
 

To love God, we must also love what He loves. 
 
“Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do 
it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you 
may be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you 
have paid the last penny…” (Matthew 5:25-26) 
 
Your rights are not as important as your eternity. 
 
“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. 
“I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. No 
one should seek their own good, but the good of others.  
(1 Corinthians 10:23-24) 
 
For whoever wants to save his [higher, spiritual, eternal] life, will lose it 
[the lower, natural, temporal life which is lived only on earth]; and 
whoever gives up his life [which is lived only on earth] for My sake and the 
Gospel’s will save it [his higher, spiritual life in the eternal kingdom of 
God]. (Mark 8:35 AMPC) 
 
He replied to them by saying, The kingdom of God does not come with 
signs to be observed or with visible display, Nor will people say, Look! Here 
[it is]! or, See, [it is] there! For behold, the kingdom of God is within you [in 
your hearts] and among you [surrounding you]. (Luke 17:20-21 AMPC) 
 
Demanding earthly rights leads to eternal death. 
 
For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his life 
[in the eternal kingdom of God]? (Mark 8:36 AMPC) 
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