
The 5 Points of Calvinism “Tulip” 
 
1. "T" = TOTAL DEPRAVITY - Calvinists believe that man is in absolute 
bondage to sin and Satan, unable to exercise his own will to trust in Jesus 
Christ without the help of God.  
 
2. "U" = UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION - Calvinists believe that 
foreknowledge is based upon the plan and purpose of God, and that 
election is not based upon the decision of man, but the "free will" of the 
Creator alone.  
 
3. "L" = LIMITED ATONEMENT - Calvinists believe that Jesus Christ died to 
save those who were given to Him by the Father in eternity past. In their 
view, all for whom Jesus died (the elect) will be saved, and all for whom 
He did not die (the non elect) will be lost.  
 
4. "I" = IRRESISTIBLE GRACE - Calvinists believe that the Lord possesses 
irresistible grace that cannot be obstructed. They taught that the free will 
of man is so far removed from salvation, that the elect are regenerated 
(made spiritually alive) by God even before expressing faith in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If a totally depraved person wasn't made alive by the Holy 
Spirit, such a calling on God would be impossible.  
 
5. "P" = PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS - Calvinists believe that salvation is 
entirely the work of the Lord, and that man has absolutely nothing to do 
with the process. The saints will persevere because God will see to it that 
He will finish the work He has begun.  
 
 
From ‘Calvinism, Arminianism & The Word of God: A Calvary Chapel 
Perspective’ by Chuck Smith,  page 9. 


