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I. Worship, Praise, & Thanksgiving 
 

 
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I Corinthians 15:55-57 (NIV) 
  

II. Family Confession & Greeting  
 

 
The Oaks Priority #2 

 
 
 
 
 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now 
and to the day of eternity.                         II Peter 3:18 (CSB) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Shrewd Management for God’s Kingdom” 
Luke 16:1-15 

Pastor Gary Barber 
 
 

Jesus told His disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 
possessions. So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your 
management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’                                          Luke 16:1, 2 (NIV) 
 
“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong 
enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will 
welcome me into their houses.’                      Luke 16:3, 4 (NIV) 
 

We are a grace-based church. We emphasize God’s 
amazing grace in our relationship with Him and in our 
relationships with one another. 
 



“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’ “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’ “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ “‘A 
thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’                                       

Luke 16:5-7 (NIV) 
 
 
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this 
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light.       Luke 16:8 (NIV) 
 
 
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed 
into eternal dwellings.                                         Luke 16:9 (NIV) 
 
 
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very 
little will also be dishonest with much.                                                        Luke 16:10 (NIV) 
 
 
So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if 
you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?                                       

Luke 16:11, 12 (NIV) 
 

 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”                          Luke 16:13 (NIV) 
 
 
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. He said to them, “You are 
the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. What people value 
highly is detestable in God’s sight.                                                                               Luke 16:14, 15 (NIV) 
 

Important Lessons 

1. We must all give an        for our    . 

So we make it our goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things 
done while in the body, whether good or bad.                                II Corinthians 5:9, 10 
(NIV) 
 

 This will include how we have managed our 
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2. Money and financial resources are a 

         

         

         

         

 

 Prayer and reflection 
 

 

IV. Worshipping God through Our Offerings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is 
holy to the Lord."                                                          Leviticus 27:30 (NIV) 
 
 

"Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income, and He will fill your barns with wheat and barley 
and overflow your wine vats with the finest wines."                                                             Proverbs 3:9-10 (TLB) 

 
3 Ways to Give: 

1. Online at www.theoaksweb.com or download our app (The Oaks Bakersfield) 
2. Mail Check/Drop Off Cash to: 10200 Campus Park Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93311 
3.    In person through the worship service offering or using the offering boxes  
 
 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
10200 Campus Park Drive // Bakersfield, CA 93311 

661-663-3888 // www.theoaksweb.com // Email: tocc@theoaksweb.com 
 
 
 

Text us to let us know that you are here today or with any prayer request that you have: 661-241-3408 
 

The tithe belongs to the Lord. 
We give God the first and the best of our income. 
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