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I. Worship, Praise, & Thanksgiving 
 

 
"“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”                        Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
 
 

II. Family Confession & Greeting  
 

Alliance Core Value #2 
 
 
 
““This is GOD’s Message, the God who made earth, made it livable and lasting, known everywhere 
as GOD: ‘Call to me and I will answer you. I’ll tell you marvelous and wondrous things that you could never 
figure out on your own.’”                         Jeremiah 33:2, 3 (MSG) 

 
 
III.            Perspectives on Christmas: Part Two 

Response Like Mary 
 

“From Mary we learn to surrender to God’s will in all things. From Mary we learn to trust even when all hope seems 
gone. From Mary we learn to love Christ her son and the Son of God.”                                              St. John Paul II  
 
Mary’s Major Moments 
 
Major Moment #1:         
 
“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!””                                   Luke 1:26-28 (ESV) 
 
“Ironically, while she is waiting to gain in honor by marriage into a household that stands in David’s line, she learns 
from a divine messenger that her status reversal will come instead from the identity of her Son – and from God’s 
choice and initiative”                                      John Carroll 
 
 

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people. 



“But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
                            Luke 1:29-34 (ESV) 

 
Ask   , not    
 
“And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her.”                 Luke 1:35-38 (ESV) 
 
 
    Not     
 
“Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every virtue at  the testing point.”                     C.S. Lewis  
 
 
Major Moment #2:         
 
“In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”                   

Luke 1:39-45 (ESV) 
 
 
   In seeing God’s     
 
 
“And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the 
humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has 
done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has 
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and 
returned to her home.”                      Luke 1:46-56 (ESV) 
 
   In knowing God’s     
 
 
   In proclaiming the     of God’s plan of     

 
 
Major Moment #3:        
 
“When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.”                     Luke 2:15-19 (ESV) 
 



    and     moves beyond just       
 
 
God’s plan is like a tapestry. 
 
 
“Let us develop the habit of meditating and contemplating the presence of God at every moment of the day.”                     
Father Roy Cimagala 
 
 
What part of God’s plan this year do you need to be pondering and treasuring?     
 
 
 
 
IV. Worshipping God through Our Offerings 

 

“Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a 
generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. 
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have 
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.”                          II Corinthians 9:6-8 (NLT) 

 
3 Ways to Give: 

1. Online at www.theoaksweb.com or download our app (The Oaks Bakersfield) 
2. Mail Check/Drop Off Cash to: 10200 Campus Park Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93311 
3.    In person through the worship service offering or using the offering boxes  
 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
10200 Campus Park Drive // Bakersfield, CA 93311 

661-663-3888 // www.theoaksweb.com // Email: tocc@theoaksweb.com 
 

Text us to let us know that you are here today or with any prayer request that you have: 661-241-3408 
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