LIGHTING CUE

6 And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures
say,“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.”




9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned
everyone else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray.
One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed
this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that | am not like other
people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not
like that tax collector! 12 | fast twice a week, and | give
you a tenth of my income.’

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared
not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead,
he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful
to me, for | am a sinner.’ 14 | tell you, this sinner, not the
Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.”




2 “The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are
the official interpreters of the law of Moses. 3 So
practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t
follow their example. For they don’t practice what they
teach. 4 They crush people with unbearable religious
demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.

5 “Everything they do is for show. On their arms they
wear extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses
inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels.

23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law
and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to
tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens,
but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—
justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do
not neglect the more important things. 24 Blind guides!
You strain your water so you won’t accidentally swallow
a gnat, but you swallow a camel! 25 “What sorrow
awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites!




For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup
and the dish, but inside you are filthy —full of greed and
self-indulgence! 26 You blind Pharisee! First wash the
inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will
become clean, too. 27 “What sorrow awaits you teachers
of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs —beautiful on the outside
but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all
sorts of impurity. 28 Outwardly you look like righteous
people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy
and lawlessness.

16 When he came to the village of Nazareth, his
boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on
the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. 17 The
scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was
written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will
be set free,




19 and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”

20 He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the
attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the synagogue
looked at him intently. 21 Then he began to speak to
them. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled

this very day!”

15 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often
came to listen to Jesus teach.




