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Three Tests of Israel
1. Bitter Water (Exodus 15:22-26)
2. Bread from Heaven (Exodus 16:1-36)
3. Water from the Rock (Exodus 17:1-7)
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3. 

 22 Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red Sea, and 
they went into the wilderness of Shur. They went three days 
in the wilderness and found no water. 23 When they came 
to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it 
was bitter; therefore it was named Marah. 24 And the 
people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we 
drink?” 25 And he cried to the Lord, and the Lord showed him 
a log, and he threw it into the water, and the water became 
sweet. There the Lord made for them a statute and a rule, 
and there he tested them, 
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26 saying, “If you will diligently listen to the voice of 
the Lord your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and 
give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will 
put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, 
for I am the Lord, your healer.” 
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give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will 
put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, 
for I am the Lord, your healer.” 

5. 

Exodus 16: 2 And the whole congregation of the people of 
Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness, 3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would 
that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of 
Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the 
full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger.”4 Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion 
every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my 
law or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.”
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6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At 
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see 
the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling 
against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against 
us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you in the 
evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, 
because the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble 
against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us 
but against the Lord.”
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7. 

 9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation 
of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for he 
has heard your grumbling.’” 10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to 
the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of 
the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 And the Lord said to 
Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. 
Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know 
that I am the Lord your God.’ 13 In the evening quail came up 
and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around 
the camp. 
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14 And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of 
the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the 
ground. 15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And 
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given 
you to eat.
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17:1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from 
the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, 
and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall 
I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
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5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, 
taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, 
I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 
shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the 
people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah 
and Meribah because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, 
and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?”
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 “Wilderness” is a place, in biblical rhetoric, where there are 
no viable life support systems” Walter Brueggemann
 “Wilderness” is a place, in biblical rhetoric, where there are 
no viable life support systems” Walter Brueggemann
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God takes His people into the desert to draw us closer to Him 
through testing, teaching and revealing what we truly treasure.
God takes His people into the desert to draw us closer to Him 
through testing, teaching and revealing what we truly treasure.
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In Our Wilderness - God’s goal is draw us closer to Him and to 
grow us in Christ-like maturity.
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1. God reveals to us the place in our heart where we need to grow
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Trusting Him for our daily and deepest needsTrusting Him for our daily and deepest needs
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3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had 
died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have 
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger.”
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with hunger.”
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“…Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts, as 
at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 9 when 
your fathers put me to the test and put me to the proof, 
though they had seen my work. 10 For forty years I loathed that 
generation and said, “They are a people who go astray in their 
heart, and they have not known my ways.” 

Psalm 95:7b-10
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1. God reveals to us the place in our heart where we need to grow
2. God invites us to come near and know Him intimately
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26 saying, “If you will diligently listen to the voice of 
the Lord your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and 
give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will 
put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, 
for I am the Lord, your healer.”
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9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation 
of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for he 
has heard your grumbling.’” 10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to 
the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of 
the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 And the Lord said to 
Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. 
Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know 
that I am the Lord your God.
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1. God reveals to us the place in our heart where we need to grow
2. God invites us to come near and know Him intimately
3. We can look to Jesus as a sign we will get through this 
wilderness because He faced the ultimate wilderness.
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Jesus passes the test Israel failed. Jesus passes the test Israel failed. 
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Jesus is the bread of life we need for eternal life.Jesus is the bread of life we need for eternal life.
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 Jesus is the rock that was struck for our salvation  Jesus is the rock that was struck for our salvation 
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1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our 
fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4
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