


“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not 
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
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branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have 
I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no
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one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love 
one another.
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As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.

John 15:9-10



Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.

Philippians 2:5-8



But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

Luke 5:16



Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18



Definition of prayer

A whole life orientation toward God.
An established posture of relationship with God that becomes the 
context within which we experience all the events and relationships of 
our lives. Robert Mulholland.



“The first and most basic thing we can and must do is to keep God before 
our minds... This is the fundamental secret of caring for our souls. Our part in 
thus practicing the presence of God is to direct and redirect our minds 
constantly to Him. In the early time of our 'practicing' we may well be 
challenged by our burdensome habits of dwelling on things less than God. 
But these are habits - not the law of gravity - and can be broken. A new, 
grace-filled habit will replace the former ones as we take intentional steps 
toward keeping God before us. Soon our minds will return to God as the 
needle of a compass constantly returns to the north. If God is the great 
longing of our souls, He will become the pole star of our inward beings.”

Dallas Willard



Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
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