All In with Jordan Easley

We Broke It
The Big Picture | Week 1 | Genesis 3

INTRODUCTION

On nearly every single page of the Bible, we are reminded that
God allows us to make our own choices. More specifically, God
gives us the opportunity to make eternal choices, and throughout
the pages of Scripture, He shows us that eternal choices have
eternal consequences. As we begin this series on The Big Picture
of Easter, we are going all the way back to the beginning of
humanity when a choice was made that impacted all of eternity.
We’re going to look specifically at the fall of man and see how this
fall led to us needing a Savior. Let’s dive into Genesis 3.

KEY POINTS

1.The Conversation with the Adversary: The Serpent

In the book of Genesis, everything was perfect in chapters 1 and 2.
The place was perfect. The provisions were perfect. The people
were perfect. It was like heaven on earth. But then you come to
chapter 3, and everything changed.

And if you keep reading, you’ll notice that those changes carried
over to chapter 4—where we see jealousy, anger, murder, lying,
rebellion, greed, and judgment.

You might be thinking, “Why did everything change? What
happened?” Well, chapter 3 happened. The fall happened. The
changes that happened were consequences that resulted from a
choice that was made in a single conversation with the enemy.
That conversation consisted of three things we need to take note
of:

- The enemy casts doubt on the Word of God.

- Eve altered the Word of God.

- Eve added to the Word of God.

- The enemy denied the Word of God.

- The enemy distorted the Word of God.

2. The Choices that Were Made: Their Sin
In Genesis chapter 3, we see bad choices being made repeatedly:
- Eve chose to listen to the devil.
- Eve chose to believe the devil’s lies over God’s truth.
- Eve chose to follow the devil’s path over God’s plan.
- Eve chose to entice her husband.
- Adam chose to join Eve in her rebellion.
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These choices had eternal consequences, not just on the
remainder of Adam and Eve’s lives, but on the lives of every other
human being who would live after them. They chose to sin. The
enemy didn’t make them sin. But he persuaded them, and they
gave in and ultimately paid the consequences for their choices.

3. The Consequences of Their Actions: The Separation
Sin has consequences. It’s as simple as that. So when Adam and
Eve chose to sin, they were given consequences for the decision.
And do you know what the consequence was? Separation from
God.

Now one important thing to note is that they did not experience
this separation because God moved away from them. They
experienced separation because they moved away from God and
toward sin and selfishness.

At the end of the day, the only person you can blame for your sin is
you. You can’t blame God. You can’t blame the devil. And you
can’t blame other people. You can only blame yourself. You always
have the power to decide — to sin or not to sin. The choice is yours.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What is an example of a choice you made in your own life that had eternal
consequences?

2. Have you ever attempted to blame someone or something else for your sin?
How did that affect your situation?

3. Isthere something happening in your life where you can sense the devil
trying to persuade you to sin rather than follow God’s plan and will for your
life? What can you do to withstand the temptation to sin and make a choice
that honors the Lord?
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INTRODUCTION NOTES

Last week, we talked about how our sins forever affected our
relationship with God. Our perfect relationship with our Heavenly
Father was broken as a consequence of our choice to sin. But
thankfully, that’s not the end of the story. This is where Jesus
steps in. He comes down to Earth, lives a perfect life, and dies a
sinner’s death on the cross to take the punishment for our sins.
His sacrifice ultimately led to the restoration of our relationship
with the Father and gave us a way to spend eternity with Him in
heaven. So even though we broke it, Jesus fixed it, and that should
give us hope today!

KEY POINTS

1. Salvation Has Always Required a Sacrifice.

In order for you and I to truly be saved, forgiven, and seen as
righteous in the eyes of God...in order for unholy people like us to
enter into a real relationship with a holy God, the Bible says God
would have to provide a sacrifice. And that’s exactly what He did,
in the form of His one and only Son.

Jesus lived. He died. But then He rose again to prove that He was
the Messiah. He wasn’t just a good man; He was the Son of God
and God the Son. And since the moment He died and rose again,
people like us have BELIEVED in Jesus or they’'ve REJECTED
Jesus.

Here’s why this is so important. What John 3:18 tells us is that
when you don’t believe in Him but instead you reject Him, you’ll
be condemned...and that condemnation paints the picture of
being eternally dead.

But John goes on to say if you DO believe in Jesus and fully
surrender to Him — if you fully trust Him and walk by faith as you
pursue Him — you will NOT be condemned. In other words, you
will not be eternally separated from Him but instead, you’ll be
eternally ALIVE with God.

Today you have a choice. You can deny the fact that Jesus rose
from the grave. You can reject Jesus and pursue death as you
chase the pleasures of the world and the flesh. Or you can run to
Jesus today and experience what it’s truly like to be spiritually
ALIVE!
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Have you made the choice to fully believe Jesus, and not reject Him, but fully
surrender your life to Him?

2. If you answered yes to question #1, how has the decision impacted your life
since you made it?

3. If you answered no to question #1, what is keeping you from fully
surrendering your life to Christ?
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INTRODUCTION

Over the last couple of weeks, we've talked about Easter and all
that led up to it. The first week we talked about how we broke it —
“it” being our relationship with God. Then last week we talked
about how Jesus fixed it and restored our relationship with the
Father through His sacrifice on the cross. But today, I want you to
ask yourself a question. What if the story was: God created it...we
broke it...and Jesus didn’t fix it? What if Jesus didn’t do what He
said He would do? What if there were still bones in His tomb and
Jesus didn’t rise from the grave? What if Easter never happened?
Well, the answer to that question is found in the 15th chapter of 1
Corinthians, beginning in verse 13 where we hear Paul raising this
same question. “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not
even Christ has been raised and if Christ has been raised ...” Then
he goes on and gives us seven consequences for us if Jesus’ body
was decomposing in a tomb. Let’s look at those seven
consequences Now.

KEY POINTS

1. Our preaching is in vain.

If Jesus stayed dead, our proclamation is in vain, and our
preaching is USELESS. Why? Because the heart of the gospel is
this: “that Christ died for our sins, that he was buried and that he
was raised on the third day,” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). We can’t
preach the gospel without preaching the resurrection of Jesus.
Without THAT, our preaching is in vain. If the resurrection didn’t
happen, we might as well just call it quits on following Jesus
altogether.

2. Our faith is in vain.

Let me ask you a question: Do you trust Jesus? Well, if 'm being
honest, if Jesus Christ is still in a grave, He doesn’t deserve your
trust. Nobody in their right mind should ever put their faith or
trust in a dead god. Therefore, if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead,
all of our faith is in vain. We have no one to believe in, no one to
trust in. Wouldn’t that be a hopeless way to live?

3. We are false witnesses about God.

If Jesus didn’t raise from the dead, the Bible doesn’t say we are
simply mistaken, but rather we are false witnesses. Do you know
what a false witness is?
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It's somebody who sits in a courtroom and knowingly and NOTES
willingly perjures themselves and becomes a liar. They commit
perjury. They are a false witness. If Jesus is still in a tomb, we are
liars and we have testified that Jesus is a liar.

4. Our faith is worthless.

Do you know what a worthless faith is? It’s having faith in
something that isn’t alive forever. If your faith is in a statue or a
monument, you have a dead faith. If your faith is in your job or
your income or your possessions on the earth, you have a
worthless faith. If your faith is in a person or a relationship with
someone else, your faith is worth nothing and will get you
nowhere.

And in the same way, if your faith is in Jesus and Jesus didn’t rise
from the grave, Paul would say you don’t have a saving faith, a
sustaining faith, or a sanctifying faith. In other words, you have a
worthless faith because faith in something that isn’t alive forever
is a dead faith.

5. We are still in our sins.

If Jesus stayed in the grave, then God didn’t accept the payment
for your sins. And if God didn’t accept the payment for your sins,
then you still have a debt that hasn’t been paid and can’t be paid.

If your sin debt isn’t paid, then you are still responsible for your
sins. And with that responsibility falling on your shoulders, that
means you have no hope for forgiveness, and you’ll be eternally
separated from God in a real place called hell.

When God raised Jesus from the grave, it was proof that the full
payment for your sins had been paid and accepted. That’s the
reason Paul said in Romans 4:25, “He was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.”

6. Those who have died before us are all dead.

In verse 18, Paul writes, “Those, then, who have fallen asleep in
Christ have also perished.” This word translated as “perished”
(apolonto) means, “destroyed, Kkill, destroy utterly, demolished,
destruction.”

GoAllIn.tv The Big Picture



All In with Jordan Easley

What If Easter Never Happened?
The Big Picture | Week 3 | 1 Corinthians 15

In other words, your mother, your father, your children, your
loved ones, and your friends who had faith in Jesus are gone
forever! If the resurrection didn’t happen, you’ll never see them
again. They are in the grave to rot and decay. That’s it. It’s over.
Death has won. Wouldn’t that be a sad reality to grasp if we didn’t
have the hope of the resurrection?

7. People should pity us.

If we don’t have a resurrected Savior, Paul said we should be
pitied more than anyone. He was saying that if Christ isn’t alive,
then people should feel sorry for us because our entire purpose in
life is meaningless and empty and hopeless.

I don’t know about you, but for me, it’s been almost depressing to
think about this scenario where Jesus stayed dead. It’s been
deflating and demoralizing to think about a reality where we have
no hope. And I'm sure for Paul, it was a sobering exercise to think
about a world without a risen Savior.

But thankfully, we don’t have to know what it’s like to not have a

risen Savior. Jesus is ALIVE, and because of that truth, we can
have hope and a faith that is worth living for!
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Have you ever struggled with having doubts about your faith before? If so,
how do Paul’s words in today’s key passage bring you comfort in the midst of

those doubts?

2. Which of the seven points hit you the hardest when you considered what
would be true if Jesus had never been resurrected?

3. How does the resurrection give you hope?
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