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INTRODUCTION NOTES

I love the thought of Joseph of Arimethea, the man who let Jesus
use his tomb, going home the night that Jesus was killed and
telling his wife, “Hey honey, guess what? I have to confess to you,
I gave my tomb away.” In response, she might have looked at him
and said, “Honey, how could you do that? You know how much it
costs for us to have that tomb hewn out of the rock for me and for
you and for our children and grandchildren.” But his answer was
pretty clear. He said, “Don't worry about a thing, He's gonna be
outta here in three days.” And guess what? He was right because
Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb, but three days later, He rose
again. He did exactly what He said He would do. He is not here,
for He has risen, and that's why we celebrate Him today.

KEY POINTS

1. Jesus paid for our sins.

Now all of us know what a substitute is. We all went to school and
we had a substitute teacher. It's someone who takes someone
else's place. They fill in for someone else. And that's exactly what
Jesus did for you on the cross. I want you to get this picture in
your mind, he filled in for you, he took your place. He died your
death so that you could live his life. Do you get it? Listen, that's
good news today. You ought to be smiling at the fact that Jesus
died for you.

2. Jesus put away our sins.

In forgiving our sin, He put away our sin. It wasn't just that Jesus
was buried in that tomb. Your sins were buried in that tomb with
Him. Jesus not only went to the cross for you, but He went to the
tomb for you. He not only took your place on the cross, but He
also took your place in the tomb, because our sins, our past sins,
our present sins, and our future sins, were buried with Jesus in
the tomb. That's why His death and burial are still considered to
be a part of the good news. Because by doing so, Jesus paid for
our sins, yes, but He also put away our sins and will remember
them no more.
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3. Jesus prevailed over our sins.

1 Corinthians 15:4 says, "He was raised on the third day according
to the scriptures, he was raised on the third day, according to the
scriptures.” Now I want you to notice when Paul said in verse
three, that Jesus died for our sins, he was writing this and
speaking this in the past tense, he was talking about something
that's already happened. Also in verse four, when he said that,
Jesus was buried, again, he's writing this and speaking this in the
past tense. But when he announced in verse four, that Jesus was
raised on the third day, when you look at that in the Greek New
Testament, the verb translated raised literally says he has been
raised on the third day. And it's written in the present tense.

I know it sounds like a minor detail, but it's important. He died for
our sins, past tense. He was buried, past tense. But He has been
raised, present tense. Here's what that tells us. It tells us that
Jesus isn't only alive, Jesus is alive, and He will be alive forever
more. That is the good news today. There is no greater truth than
resurrection truth. And we ought to remember that today. We
ought to live like that today. And we ought to remember that
there's victory in Jesus because He prevailed over our sins.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How does it make you feel to know that Jesus was the substitute for you and
paid for your sins?

2. What can you learn about forgiveness from the way Jesus put away our sins?

3. How does what you learned in this message about the resurrection of Jesus
increase or maybe reignite your faith?
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