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INTRODUCTION

Your response to failure will either move you away from God or
it'll make you more like God. And many times, we get it right, but
a lot of times, we get it wrong. In today’s message, we're going
learn from Peter’s life how we can get it right beginning today.
None of us enjoy talking about our shortcomings, but the truth is
God can use the failure in your life to develop you as a disciple of
Jesus Christ in a way that success never will. Your ego runs away
from failure and let me tell you why. Because failure kills pride.
But God uses failures in many ways for the purification and the
preparation that's required for personal sanctification. You look at
your own life and you say, “I really want to be more like Jesus.”
Then I would say, let's lean in and let’s learn how to respond to
failure in a way that is pleasing to Him.

KEY POINTS

1. Jesus reveals Himself to us.

Jesus didn't come to play hide and go seek with you. Jesus is not
hiding from you today. He doesn't move away from you today.
He's not hiding this face from you. The Bible says that Jesus
comes to us, and He meets us at our point of need. And He reveals
himself to us in a way that only He can.

God wants you to know Him. He wants you to walk in a
relationship with Him. And I love the words that John uses here
in verse one. He said that Jesus revealed himself again. Aren't you
glad that Jesus reveals himself to us again? Not just one time, but
many times? He never gives up on us.

2. Jesus demonstrates His power to us.

In today’s key passage of Scripture, we read about how Jesus
performed the miracle of allowing the disciples to catch 153 fish
after they hadn’t been able to catch anything all morning. He
demonstrated His power in order to let them know who He was
and what He was capable of doing. Jesus does the same in our
own lives today. If we peel our eyes and look expectantly for Him
to show up, He demonstrates His power to us in order to
encourage us and strengthen our faith in Him.
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3. Jesus addresses what needs to be addressed.

Maybe you have failed the Lord. Maybe no one even knows that
except for you. But maybe through your actions or your attitude or
your choices, you can say today, honestly, before God, you've
failed Him and you've turned away from Him. Perhaps you're
saying, “I can admit that I am bent on backsliding away from
God.” You've wandered from him. You've disobeyed him. Many of
us can say we've robbed Him of what belongs to Him. And now
we're wondering, honestly, if God could still use us. Can God bless
us? Can God restore our relationship with Him?

Well, let me just remind you of what we've read so far in the 21st
chapter of John. First of all, there's no guarantee you won't fail. In
fact, you will fail. But secondly, there is no failure so bad that the
grace of God cannot restore. Jesus will address our failure when it
needs to be addressed, but He will also restore it. That should be
an encouragement to all of us.

4. Jesus moves us to action.

The call of Jesus is consistent. It never changes. When Jesus first
called Peter as a disciple, He said two words, "Follow me." He
said, "Follow me," on that first day. And then many years later,
after much life and many failures, we see Jesus say the same thing
that He said at the very beginning. He said, "Follow me."

In other words, Jesus said to Peter, "Simon, I forgive you. I take
you back." And then He goes on to give him some insight. He gives
him some insight, and He's talking about the way that his life is
going to end. He's basically saying by doing what I'm asking you to
do, it's going to cost you your life. And yet, even after the insight
was given, Jesus concludes with the same two words. He said,
"Follow me." He extends the same call to action to us. He is asking
us to follow Him. The question is, are we willing to follow Him
despite our failures? Are we willing to follow Him if we know it
will cost us everything?
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How do you love Jesus? Why do you love Jesus? What kind of love do you
have for him?

2. Would you say today that you love Jim because of the good things He's
blessed you with, because of the family and the friends and the resources
and all the things that He's given you throughout your life? Or do you that
your love is based on the fact that He saved you and forgave you and
redeemed your life?

3. When was a time you experienced failure, and that failure held you back
from pursuing God’s call on your life? What did you learn from that
experience?
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