
With Hope, Pete 
A hope worth defending 

Has anyone ever asked you a question that 
took you by surprise? A question that had to 
really stop and think about to answer. 
Sometimes I wish that I knew what someone 
was going to ask me ahead of time so I could 
have an answer ready. It’s kind of like a flat 
tire, nobody cares about how to change a flat 
tire until they get a flat tire, thank you Jesus 
for YouTube.  

Peter reminds us to think about the hope 
that we have in Jesus and how to answer any 
question about the faith that we have. So, 
whether you have started your journey with 
Jesus or not, we are going to stare face to 
face with the hope that Jesus provides us this 
Sunday, can’t wait to see you there. 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are 
eager to do good? 14 But even if you should 
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do 
not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”  



15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in 
Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For 
it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for 
doing good than for doing evil.  

Can suffering be blessing? 
But even if you should suffer for what is right, 
you are blessed…. 

-Look closely at all the people that were close 
to Jesus, they all consider themselves 
blessed, even joyful that they are going 
through hard things. Our outlook can really 
have one of two perspectives 

1. What I see and interpret from my point 
of  view 



2. What God is doing behind the scenes to 
strengthen my faith and point people to 
Him 

Is your answer prepared? 
Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have… 

-Why do you follow Jesus? Why are you so 
content with what you have? What is the 
secret to the joy that you seem to carry 
everywhere? Hope! Hope is the answer that 
Peter points to for the reason or defense for 
all the questions above. The grounds of our 
hope are on the following truths: 

1) Jesus paid a debt we could never pay 
2) We are the recipients of unmerited grace 

Question: Do I have a hope worth defending? 

Bottom Line: Having a defendable hope gives 
you a happily ever after


