
With Hope, Pete1 

“Intentional Texter” 

 

We get messages all the time.  Sometimes they come in the form of an email, 

sometimes, a text, maybe a voicemail, a card or a letter.  Messages deliver to us news 

of some sort.  On birthdays, it nice to know you were remembered (thank you, 

Facebook!).  Cards often say “Happy Anniversary”, “Thank You”, or   “You’re My 

Valentine”.  It seems the ones I remember most are the messages that come at just 

the right time.  It was almost as if the sender intentionally crafted just the right 

words and carefully delivered them to my unique situation.  Our heart confirms it 

needed what we read or heard…perfectly timed.  Just recently, Amber and me 

received a card from one of you that accomplished what Peter, a disciple of Christ, 

accomplished for a group of persecuted Christians.  His letter to them, reminded 

them to have hope in their suffering.  Their worst days were tolerable because they 

had hope!  Choosing words that can deliver hope is just what Pete did!  What do 

your words do?  What do your words deliver?  The text Pete delivered was wrapped 

through and through with words that brought hope when circumstances did not.  

When things don’t look good for you, what do you find hope in?  When you see 

someone hurting, what do you do?  You are perfectly capable of delivering hope!  

Pete did.  I want to be like Pete.  Let’s look at the man who delivered hope. 

 

Who was the writer? 

-Peter was a fisherman by trade until Jesus called him to be one of His disciples.   

-Alexander Whyte writes this of Peter: 

After the name of our Lord Himself, no name comes up so often in the four Gospels as 

Peter’s name.  No disciple speaks so often and so much as Peter.  Our Lord speaks 

oftener to Peter than to any other of His disciples; sometimes in blame and sometimes 

in praise.  No disciple is so pointedly reproved by our Lord as Peter, and no disciple 

ever ventures to reprove his Master but Peter.  No other disciple ever so boldly 

confessed and outspokenly acknowledged and encouraged our Lord as Peter 

repeatedly did; and no one ever intruded, and interfered, and tempted Him as Peter 

repeatedly did also.  His Master spoke words of approval, and praise, and even blessing 

to Peter the like of which He never spoke to any other man.  And at the same time, and 

almost in the same breath, He said harder things to Peter than He ever said to any 

other of His twelve disciples, unless it was Judas. 

 

-Peter penned the words that the Holy Spirit inspired.  The Apostle Peter is 

considered the author of this personal letter, but all of Scripture finds its origin in 

the Holy Spirit. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAS 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

for training in righteousness;  

17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

-This word “inspired” means “God-breathed”.  It actually originates with God.  God 

used Peter to write a letter to other Christ-followers who were struggling.   



-“The word theopneustos, literally God-breathed out, affirms that the living God is 

the Author of Scripture and that Scripture is the product of His creative breath. 

-Actually, Peter used an amanuensis (a secretary), named Silvanus (1 Peter 5:12), to 

pen the letter later known as 1 Peter. 

Inspiration – A supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit upon divinely chosen men in 

consequence of which their writings become trustworthy and authoritative  

(Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, Walter A. Elwell). 

  

Who was Peter writing to and why? 

He was writing to fellow believers, in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia 

(1:1), suffering under the persecution of Emperor Nero of Rome.  Currently, they are 

part of modern day Turkey (slide 1). 

-“As Peter penned this epistle, the dark clouds of the first great outbreak of official 

persecution, instigated by the insane Emperor Nero, were already gathering on the 

horizon.  Seeking scapegoats to divert the public’s suspicion that he had started the 

great fire of July, A.D. 64that devastated Rome, Nero pinned the blame on the 

Christians, whom he already perceived as enemies of Rome because they would 

worship none but Christ.  As a result, they were encased in wax (slide 2) and burned at 

the stake to light his gardens, crucified, and thrown to wild beasts.  Though the official 

persecution apparently was confined to the vicinity of Rome, attacks on Christians 

undoubtedly spread unchecked by the authorities to other parts of the Empire.  It was 

a result of Nero’s persecution that both Peter and Paul were martyred.  But before he 

died, Peter wrote this magnificent epistle to believers whose suffering would soon 

intensify.  Throughout the centuries, beleaguered Christians have benefited from the 

apostle’s wise counsel and gentle, encouraging words of comfort.”  (From John 

MacArthur) 

 

Three Take-aways: 

1. Failure in the past does not nullify purpose in the future. 

2. A broken heart is great preparation for healing fractured lives. 

3. One letter of hope brings more encouragement than a thousand thoughts never 

expressed. 

 

Bottom Line – Our un-launched words never land where their needed. 

 


