
Choose to Give4 
“Your Best Financial Decision” 
I won’t ask you to talk about it, but at least recall 
your worst financial decision.  Mine involved real 
estate and a late night infomercial.  I was desperate 
and I was in hook, line, and sinker!  I was going to 
purchase rental properties with no money down 
(good thing, I had none).  I not only bought the kit, 
but I purchased the additional phone coaching 
sessions for a grand total of about $6000!  I know.  I 
look smarter than that, but I wanted some quick, easy 
money that didn’t involve holding up a convenient 
store in Louisburg (nearest town to where I was 
living at the time).  Needless to say, it didn’t work 
out and I was out a lot of money that involved selling 
my “paid for” truck (a good financial decision) to 
repay my debt.  I still wince thinking about it. 
Maybe you don’t have a financial horror story like 
mine, but maybe you feel the same financial pressure 
or greed for quick money that led to this dumb 
decision.  Desperate will lead you to dumb!  Stay 
away from desperate; he isn’t a friend!  Let’s focus 
rather on your best financial decision.  It still may be 
in your future; chances are, it is.  This is the easy 



part.  So far it’s all just theory, but if you make it, it 
would, without a doubt, be the best financial decision 
you will ever make! 
Time is the most precious asset we have, but we act 
as if money is.  In our Choose to Give series, you 
were probably cautious on week 1 when we talked 
about giving was a choice.  On week 2, we 
emphasized time and you felt compelled to spend 
more time with the people you love; seriously, we 
know “the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon, the 
little boy blue and the man on the moon”…  Week 3 
was about priority and putting God first in our life 
and all our decisions.  We quickly said to ourselves 
“God, You’re first”, but maybe failed to live that out 
by loving other people like we love ourselves.  Here 
in week 4, I get to talk about our money, a subject no 
one much wants to hear.  Why is that?  None of my 
business?  Too personal?  If I had to guess, its 
because how we handle our money tells who really is 
in top priority in our life (week 3).  Just in case you 
disagree with my assertion, I’d like to say its not my 
assertion; its Jesus assertion, so your “push back” is 
with Him not me.  Here’s what He said: 



Matthew 6:19-21 NAS 
19 "Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 
and steal.  
20 "But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys, and where thieves do 
not break in or steal;  
21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.  

24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth. 

Jesus promotes eternal investing now. 
-When we have more than we truly need, what do we 
do with the rest?   
Our Plan: 
We invest it for the future.   
We raise our standard of living.   
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We plan to leave it to our kids (by the way, we all 
leave it all). 

His Plan: 
Invest in eternity causes now. 
   
Jesus reminds us that how we handle our money 
reveals who masters our heart. 
If God is first in our life, He will be first in our 
money. 
If God is first in our life, it doesn’t exclude our 
family. 
Your family is not your master; they are your 
responsibility. 
Your family is not your excuse to excuse yourself 
from God’s plan to reach the world through the local 
church body. 
  
*3 Ways to Give: 

Percentage Giving 
-In the OT, God said for His people to give a tithe 
(10%).  He picked a percentage. 



-Today, we are to put Him first and pick a percentage 
to give back. 

Priority Giving 
-Intentionally trust God first in your finances.  Give 
to God first and live on the rest.   
-Waiting to see if you have anything left over to give 
after taking care of you, rarely happens.  Plus, it says 
“Me first” not “God first”. 
*Here’s some help: automate your giving! 

Progressive Giving 
-As God blesses you and your income grows, raise 
your percentage of eternal investing. 

Bottom Line – Your best financial decision is 
putting God first in your finances.


