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When Opportunity Knocks 
 

 
15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,        

16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
Ephesians 5:15-16 (NIV) 

 
 
 

I.       It.  
1When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread 
quickly that he was back home. 2Soon the house where he was staying 
was so packed with visitors that there was no more room, even outside 
the door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3four men arrived 
carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. Mark 2:1-3 
 
 
 

II.       It. 
4They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a 
hole through the roof above his head. Then they lowered the man on his 
mat, right down in front of Jesus. Mark 2:4 
 
 
 

III.       It. 
5Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins 
are forgiven. 11Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 12And the man 
jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned 
onlookers. They were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve 
never seen anything like this before!” Mark 2:5, 11-12 

 

Waiting for the Knock: 
 
 
I.     .   

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they 
were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 He said to 
his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to 
the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers 
into his fields.” Matthew 9:36-38 

 
 
 
II.      . 

Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been 
given, and then sink yourself into that.  Galatians 6:4 (MSG) 

 
 
 
III.       . 

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to 
this people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.” Isaiah 6:8 
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When Opportunity Knocks 
 

 
15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,        

16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
Ephesians 5:15-16 (NIV) 

 
 
 

I. See It.  
1When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread 
quickly that he was back home. 2Soon the house where he was staying 
was so packed with visitors that there was no more room, even outside 
the door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3four men arrived 
carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. Mark 2:1-3 
 
 
 

II. Seize It. 
4They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a 
hole through the roof above his head. Then they lowered the man on his 
mat, right down in front of Jesus. Mark 2:4 
 
 
 

III. Share It. 
5Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins 
are forgiven. 11Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 12And the man 
jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned 
onlookers. They were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve 
never seen anything like this before!” Mark 2:5, 11-12 

 

Waiting for the Knock: 
 
 
I. Pray.   

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they 
were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 He said to 
his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to 
the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers 
into his fields.” Matthew 9:36-38 

 
 
 
II. Plan. 

Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been 
given, and then sink yourself into that.  Galatians 6:4 (MSG) 

 
 
 
III.  Participate. 

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to 
this people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.” Isaiah 6:8 
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