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Detour 
Distracted Detours 

 
17 God did not lead them along the main road that runs through 

Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route… 18 So 
God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the 

Red Sea. Exodus 13:17-18 
 

 
 
I. _________________________ It. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” John 16:33 NIV 

 
Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going  
through, as if something strange were happening to you.  

1 Peter 4:12 
 
  _________________________ Us. 

 My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay 
attention to your decrees. Psalm 119:71 

 
  _________________________ Us. 

 Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change 
our ways. Proverbs 20:30 GNT 

 
  _________________________ Us. 

 You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He 
brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many 
people. Genesis 50:20 
 

 

II. _________________________ It. 
28 “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin 
construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see if 
there is enough money to finish it? 31 “Or what king would go to 
war against another king without first sitting down with his 
counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat 
the 20,000 soldiers marching against him? Luke 14:28, 31  
 

 
III. _________________________ It. 

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance 
develops strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. Romans 5:3-4 
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Detour 
Distracted Detours 

 
17 God did not lead them along the main road that runs through 

Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route… 18 So 
God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the 

Red Sea. Exodus 13:17-18 
 

 
 
I. Expect It. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” John 16:33 NIV 

 
Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going  
through, as if something strange were happening to you.  

1 Peter 4:12 
 
  Direct Us. 

 My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay 
attention to your decrees. Psalm 119:71 

 
  Correct Us. 

 Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change 
our ways. Proverbs 20:30 GNT 

 
  Protect Us. 

You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He 
brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many 
people. Genesis 50:20 

 
 
 

II. Plan It. 
28 “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin 
construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see if 
there is enough money to finish it? 31 “Or what king would go to 
war against another king without first sitting down with his 
counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat 
the 20,000 soldiers marching against him? Luke 14:28, 31  
 

 
III. Enjoy It. 

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance 
develops strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. Romans 5:3-4 
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