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Awkward 
Awkward Church 

 
 
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 

God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 
 Romans 12:2 

  
  
 
The Great Divide: 
 
 
I.      . 

5So the Pharisees and teachers of religious law asked him, “Why don’t 
your disciples follow our age-old tradition? They eat without first 
performing the hand-washing ceremony.” Mark 7:5 

 
 
II.      .   

16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is 
working on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner 
do such miraculous signs?” So there was a deep division of opinion 
among them. John 9:16 

 
 
III.      . 

4“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. 5The law of Moses says to stone her. What do you say?”      
John 8:4-5 
 

Close the Gap: 
 
I.       the Truth. 

15“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but 
are really vicious wolves. 20Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, 
so you can identify people by their actions. Matthew 7:15, 20 

 
 
II.       the Truth. 

14Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed 
and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 
15Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and 
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16He makes the 
whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, 
it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love. Ephesians 4:14-16 

 
 
III.       the Truth.  

8For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. 
So live as people of light! 9For this light within you produces only what is 
good and right and true. Ephesians 5:8-9 

 
 
Additional Notes: 
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2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 

God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.  
Romans 12:2 

  
  
 
The Great Divide: 
 
 
I. Style. 

5So the Pharisees and teachers of religious law asked him, “Why don’t 
your disciples follow our age-old tradition? They eat without first 
performing the hand-washing ceremony.” Mark 7:5 

 
 
II. Strategy.   

16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is 
working on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner 
do such miraculous signs?” So there was a deep division of opinion 
among them. John 9:16 

 
 
III. Beliefs. 

4“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. 5The law of Moses says to stone her. What do you say?”      
John 8:4-5 
 

Close the Gap: 
 
I. Know the Truth. 

15“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but 
are really vicious wolves. 20Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, 
so you can identify people by their actions. Matthew 7:15, 20 

 
 
II. Speak the Truth. 

14Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed 
and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 
15Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and 
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16He makes the 
whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, 
it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love.                  Ephesians 4:14-16 

 
 
III. Live the Truth.  

8For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. 
So live as people of light! 9For this light within you produces only what is 
good and right and true. Ephesians 5:8-9 
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