
• Favorite books of the bible—book of Phil

• Paul wrote this letter to Church in Philippi—church he started on 2nd missionary journey around 52 AD. Almost 20 

years after death/res.

• Loved the people in Phil. They loved Paul.  Letter is a thank you note—with some loving instruction.

• UNMISTAKABLE- Major theme is joy. (19 references, joy, rejoice)

• Writing from a Roman prison—awaiting execution. Locked up for 2 years, chained to Roman soldier 24 hrs a day.


Paul Dreamed of going to Rome as preacher—prisoner. 
• Key piece of knowledge that changes your Perception!

• Think someone is snobby… Meet someone—hear story, You’re having a bad day-Traffic, Bad day- terminal 

• 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God every time I 

remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

• Something you wish was different? Younger/Older

• Job, House, Marriage, Kids—Different kids.


• Completion- to bring to an end, accomplish, perfect, execute, complete, to appoint, to impose upon 
• These are the moments that our theology does not line up with our reality. 

The Things… 
• 12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the 

furtherance of the gospel, 
• We all have things that happen and don’t understand the why!




• God always has a why.  But He doesn’t always tell me.  PARENTS!

• I don’t have to understand why to trust God in the things!  JOB- 


• You're allowed to ask God why, but God is not obligated to answer you.

• Would it make it any easier even if you knew the why?  Don’t answer too quickly.

• Truth is pain is pain.

• When I got spanked.  Knowing why didn’t make it hurt less. 

• Not wrong to ask why.  But I believe that sometimes our whys reveal in us a lack of trust as to whether God 
really has a purpose for our pain. 
Stop stopping on your Whys. 

• The weight of a why will crush your spirit, your dreams, your future.

• If you’re not careful you’ll sacrifice God’s greatest plans for your future on the altar of a why.

Start answering your Whys. 
• Even Jesus asked- Why?

• Then He answered the Why.  IT IS FINISHED!!! 


• Why you’re not going to quit.

• Why you’re not going to back down.

• Why you’re not going to give up.

Why am I asking Why? 

• Lack of progress brings why’s. 
• We wither when we don’t see fruit. 



• That’s our problem.  We have a relationship with the FRUIT.  WE WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP EITH 
THE VINE!!!  


• I can cut the fruit and you’ll live.  But if I cut the vine…

• You can shout when I talk to you about getting stuff.  Can you shout when I preach about taking it AWAY?

• Paul did not say he was happy.

• I’m not happy.

• Better possessions + peaceful circumstances + thrilling experiences + the right relationships + the perfect 

appearance = happiness. If this saddens you….

• IF GOD WANTS ME HAPPY AND I’M NOT THEN GOD FAILED.  

• Marriage not happy, job, church.  God did not promise to make you happy.


• Circumstance- To stand Around.  CHRIST IN ME!!! 
• Paul- Christ=Joy=Strength=Sound Mind=loved=more than enough=power


• This is bad. Nothing good! STOP- Take A Closer Look 
• Served to Advance- It was working for me!

• I’m ADVANCING. 
• Your prison might be your purpose!! 
• Your dead end was God’s destination.

• Your setback is God’s setup. 
• Purpose in your prison!

• Tomb- I don’t expect you to understand the why, but I do expect you to trust that there is a why.




• There is a why…

• 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 
• You think I’m chained down & can’t preach! 

• Who I’m chained to! Chained to Roman soldier (Imperial Guard) 

• People may have put me here but God will use me here.

• 24 hrs/day. 6 hrs. Captive audience. Real prisoner? 
• The trial you endure becomes the testimony you tell! 

•
•
•
•
•



• Your misery can become your ministry!

• Who’s the real prisoner?

• Don’t let the enemy stop what God has started.

• SO WHAT? 
• 15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so in 

love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.  18 But what does it 
matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And 
because of this I rejoice.  

• Tis gar plen (plane): What does it matter? So what? 
• So what will this matter 100 years from now?

• Vase	 

• To argue I have to be on the same level.

• Some things really matter—simply don’t matter.

• Hair won’t do what you want it to do—so what!  Running late to big appointment—so what!  Person at work said 

something unkind about you—so what!

• When u recognize what doesn’t matter—u can focus on what does.  
• What does matter? People matter! Eternity matters!

• 19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all 



boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

• 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 
23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more 
necessary for you that I remain in the body. Phil 1:22-24 

• WHAT makes you a prisoner.  

• Knowing there is a WHY will make you a praiser.

• 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of 

faith… 
• Expectation

• APO- meaning to turn away from; to intentionally ignore. 
• KARA- literally translating to the word for head. 
• DOKIA- which is best described as stretching forward. 
• Apokaradokia, in literal translation, means: stretching the head forward.

• Apokaradokia. In the good times. In the bad times. Apokaradokia. To your temptations. your jealousies, your desires. 

Apokaradokia. In everything. So that, like Paul, we may too be enchained but rejoice. 

• Christ- My Life, My Model, My Goal, My Contentment

• Could it be that God is answering your prayers, but His answers just don’t match your expectations.

• Who You Wit

•  


