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Luke 15:11-12 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
 
 

I. OLDER BROTHER ATTITUDE RED FLAGS 
 

Luke 15:25-30 Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, 
he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was 
going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.’  “The older brother became angry and 
refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when 
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you 
kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 

1. Stubborn Anger. 
 
2. Always Right.  Never Wrong. 

 
3. Offended by Unfairness. 

 
4. Dismissive of the Other. 
 

Luke 15:31-32  ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ 

 
 

II. THREE REMEDIES FOR AN OLDER BROTHER ATTITUDE 
 

1. Live in Relationship with the Father. 
 
2. Love Your Brother. 
 

1 John 4:19-21 We love because He first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And He has given 
us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
 
James 3:9-10 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
human beings, who have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. 



 

3. Celebrate What the Father Celebrates. 
 

Luke 15:10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 


