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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy 
He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 
 
There is always more to the story. 

 
 

II. THE STORY OF EASTER CHANGES EVERYTHING. 
 

1.  EASTER IS A STORY OF GREAT MERCY 
 
Luke 22:33-34 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to 
death.”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will 
deny three times that you know me.” 
 
Luke 22:54-62 Then seizing Him, they led Him away and took Him into the house 
of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance.  And when some there had kindled 
a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down 
with them.  A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight.  She looked closely 
at him and said, “This man was with Him.”  But he denied it. “Woman, I don't know 
Him,” he said.   A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of 
them.”  “Man, I am not!” Peter replied.  About an hour later another asserted, 
“Certainly this fellow was with Him, for he is a Galilean.”  Peter replied, “Man, I 
don't know what you're talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster 
crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered 
the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will 
disown me three times.”  And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
 

A. We all have denied Jesus. 
 

• We deny Jesus when we choose our ways over His ways. 
 

• We deny Jesus when we care more about what others think than about 
what God thinks. 

 

B. We do not deserve mercy.  That is what makes it great. 
 

Luke 23:42-43 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.”   Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 



 
• Jesus did not say... “First, you need to clean yourself up.” 

 
• Jesus did not say... “First, you have to earn my love.” 

 
• Jesus did not say... “First, you need to understand theology. 

 
• “I want you to be with Me, today.” 

 
Titus 3:4-6 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared,  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, 
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 

 

C. We often avoid the thing that we need the most. 
 

Luke 22:61-62 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter 
remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will disown me three times.”  And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
 

• When you see Jesus, you see things more clearly. 
 

Luke 15:17-20 When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my 
father's hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.”   So he 
got up and went to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 
 

2.  EASTER IS A STORY OF NEW LIFE 
 

John 20:1-2 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't 
know where they have put him!” 
 
John 20:3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  
 
John 20:4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 
 
John 20:5-7 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did 
not go in.  Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been 
wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from 
the linen.  
 



John 20:8-9 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand from Scripture that 
Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  
 

A. You can believe without fully understanding. 
 
B. Jesus’ resurrection gives us life today. 

 
Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 

C. Jesus’ resurrection gives us life eternal. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:17-19 (NLT)  And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith 
is useless and you are still guilty of your sins.  In that case, all who have died 
believing in Christ are lost!  And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are 
more to be pitied than anyone in the world. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-23(NLT) But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. 
He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died.  So you see, just as death 
came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has 
begun through another man.  Just as everyone dies because we all belong to 
Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life.  But there is an 
order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all 
who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back. 

 
 

3.  EASTER IS A STORY OF LIVING HOPE 
 
John 21:1-3  Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of 
Galilee. It happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples 
were together.  “I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We'll 
go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
 

A. We live in a world in need of hope. 
 

John 20:4-6 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples 
did not realize that it was Jesus.  He called out to them, “Friends, haven't you 
any fish?” “No,” they answered.   He said, “Throw your net on the right side of 
the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the 
net in because of the large number of fish.   
 
• Jesus knows where we are. 

 
• Jesus knows what we are going through. 

 
• Jesus knows what we need. 
 



John 20:7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer 
garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.  
 
1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His 
great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 

B. Jesus is our Living Hope! 


