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I. Introduction: Book of Ruth 
 
Ruth 3:9  “Who are you?” he asked.  “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the 
corner of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-redeemer of our family.” 
 
Deuteronomy 25:5-6  If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a 
son, his widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband's brother shall take 
her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her. The first son she 
bears shall carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name will not be 
blotted out from Israel. 
 
Deuteronomy 25:7-10 However, if a man does not want to marry his brother's wife, 
she shall go to the elders at the town gate and say, “My husband's brother refuses to 
carry on his brother's name in Israel. He will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to 
me.” Then the elders of his town shall summon him and talk to him. If he persists in 
saying, “I do not want to marry her,” his brother's widow shall go up to him in the 
presence of the elders, take off one of his sandals, spit in his face and say, “This is 
what is done to the man who will not build up his brother's family line.” That man's 
line shall be known in Israel as The Family of the Unsandaled. 
 
Ruth 3:10-13  “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is 
greater than that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, 
whether rich or poor. And now, my daughter, don't be afraid. I will do for you all you 
ask. All the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character. 
Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who 
is more closely related than I. Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants 
to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not 
willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.” 
 
Ruth 4:1  Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the 
guardian-redeemer he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my 
friend, and sit down.” So he went over and sat down. 
 
Ruth 4:2-4  Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and they did 
so. Then he said to the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, 
is selling the piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. I thought I should 
bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of 
these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem 
it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it 
except you, and I am next in line.”  “I will redeem it,” he said. 
 



Ruth 4:5  Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also 
acquire Ruth the Moabite, the dead man's widow, in order to maintain the name of 
the dead with his property.” 
 
Ruth 4:6  At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I 
might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.” 
 
Ruth 4:7  (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property 
to become final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the 
method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 
 
Ruth 4:8  So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed 
his sandal. 
 
Ruth 4:9-10  Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are 
witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and 
Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon's widow, as my wife, in order 
to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not 
disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!” 

 
 

II. Three Observations on Boaz 
 

1. Extraordinary people do extraordinary things. 
 
A. To have what others do not have you must do what others will not do. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but 
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will 
not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run 
like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, I 
strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 
 
B. To stand out from the crowd you must step out from the crowd. 

 
 
2. Live faithfully today in expectation of God's 

faithfulness tomorrow. 
 

Ruth 4:11-12  Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are 
witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like 
Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family of Israel. May you have 
standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. Through the offspring the 
Lord gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, 
whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 



 
A. Doing the right things produces the right things. 

 
 
Ruth 4:13-17  So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made 
love to her, the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 
The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left 
you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 
He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-
law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him 
birth.”  Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. The women 
living there said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the 
father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 
B. God always has a plan to redeem, even when we cannot yet see it. 

 
Proverbs 4:18  The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever 
brighter till the full light of day. 

 
C. Stay Faithful 

 
 
3. Love is sacrifice. 

 
A. To love another person requires sacrifice. 
 
B. Love will cost you something. 
 
John 15:13  Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's 
friends. 
 
Ruth 4:18-22  This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of 
Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab 
the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, 
Boaz the father of Obed, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David. 
 
Matthew 1:3-6  Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 
Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of 
Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, 
whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King 
David. 
 
Matthew 1:16  and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary 
was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah. 
 
1 John 3:16  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
 



C. Ruth's Guardian-Redeemer was a foreshadow of our Savior-Redeemer. 
 
Galatians 4:4-7  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer 
a slave, but God's child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an 
heir. 
 
Titus 2:14  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 
purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 
 

 

III. Communion 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:27:29  So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of 
the Lord. Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and 
drink from the cup. For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ 
eat and drink judgment on themselves. 


