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Acts 21:31-32 While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman 
troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. He at once took some officers and 
soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they 
stopped beating Paul. 
 
Acts 21:37-39 As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he asked the 
commander, “May I say something to you?” “Do you speak Greek?” he replied. “Aren't you the 
Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thousand terrorists out into the wilderness some time 
ago?”  Paul answered, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let 
me speak to the people.” 
 
 

I. IT IS YOUR STORY TO TELL. 
 
Acts 21:39 - 22:5 “Please let me speak to the people.”  After receiving the commander's 
permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all 
silent, he said to them in Aramaic: “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.”  
When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet.  Then Paul said: 
“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel 
and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as 
any of you are today. I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both 
men and women and throwing them into prison, as the high priest and all the Council can 
themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to their associates in Damascus, 
and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. 
 

A. Tell Your Story To The People. 
 
1. The mob needs your message. 

 
John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. 

 
2. Your people need your message. 

 
Mark 5:19-20 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and 
tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on 
you.” So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus 
had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

 

B. Tell Your Story Well. 
 

1. Speak the right language. 



 
2. Actions may speak louder than words. 

 
• Make beautiful music and people will listen to the lyrics. 

 
• Choose connection over correction. 

 
3. Making right is more important than being right. 

 
 

II. IT IS YOUR STORY OF GRACE. 
 

• Elements of a good story:  setting, character, plot, conflict, and resolution 
  

Acts 22:4-5 I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and 
women and throwing them into prison, as the high priest and all the Council can 
themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to their associates in Damascus, 
and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. 

 

A. The plot of your life 
 
Acts 22:6-8  “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from 
heaven flashed around me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! 
Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. ‘I am Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied.” 

 

B. The conflict of your sin 
 
Acts 22:6-16  My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of 
him who was speaking to me.  “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘Get up,’ the Lord 
said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to 
do.’ My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the 
light had blinded me.  “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout 
observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. He stood beside 
me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to 
see him.  “Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will 
and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. You will be his 
witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 

 

C. The resolution of grace 
 
2 Kings 7:8-9 The men who had leprosy reached the edge of the camp, entered one 
of the tents and ate and drank. Then they took silver, gold and clothes, and went off 
and hid them. They returned and entered another tent and took some things from it 
and hid them also. Then they said to each other, “What we're doing is not right. This is 
a day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves. If we wait until daylight, 
punishment will overtake us. Let's go at once and report this to the royal palace.” 

 



 

III. IT IS YOUR STORY OF JESUS. 
 

1 Timothy 1:15-16  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very 
reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display 
his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive 
eternal life. 

 

A. Jesus came for sinners. 
 
Mark 2:17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, 
but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

B. Jesus is patient. 
 
Romans 2:4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and 
patience, not realizing that God's kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 

 

C. Jesus gives eternal life. 
 
Titus 3:4-7 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on 
us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His 
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: TOO MANY LOST PEOPLE… 
 
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 
Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the 
cup. For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink 
judgment on themselves. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 


