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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. What to do when you find yourself where you do not want to be. 
 
Acts 27:9-12 Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become dangerous 
because by now it was after the Day of Atonement. So Paul warned them, “Men, I can 
see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, 
and to our own lives also.”  But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, 
followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship.  Since the harbor was 
unsuitable to winter in, the majority decided that we should sail on, hoping to reach 
Phoenix and winter there. This was a harbor in Crete, facing both southwest and 
northwest. 

 

B. Life does not always go the way you want. 
 
Acts 27:13-15 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they saw their opportunity; 
so they weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete.  Before very long, a 
wind of hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept down from the island.  The ship 
was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and 
were driven along. 
 
Acts 27:20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm 
continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved. 

 

C. Along the journey there will be storms. 
 

 

II. SHIFTING YOUR THINKING TO WEATHER THE STORM 
 

A. Shift #1. From “God, stop this storm.” To “God, do your will.” 
 

Acts 27:21-26 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before 
them and said: “Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then 
you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss.  But now I urge you to keep 
up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.  
Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me  
and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has 
graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’  So keep up your courage, 
men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.  Nevertheless, we 
must run aground on some island.” 

 
1. Sometimes God calms a storm in order to display His power.  Sometimes 

God does not calm a storm in order to accomplish His purpose. 
 

2. Stand on His promises in the midst of your storm. 
 



Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

 
3. Allow your courage to encourage others. 

 
Acts 28:25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will 
happen just as he told me. 

 
4. Leaders are made in turbulent times. 

 
 

B. Shift #2.  From “Why, God?” To “Thanks, God!” 
 
Acts 27:33-36 Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen 
days,” he said, “you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—
you haven't eaten anything.  Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to 
survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.”  After he said this, he 
took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and 
began to eat.  They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:10-18  When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your 
God for the good land he has given you.  Be careful that you do not forget the Lord 
your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving 
you this day.  Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses 
and settle down,  and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold 
increase and all you have is multiplied,  then your heart will become proud and you 
will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.  He led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and 
waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of 
hard rock.  He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors 
had never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you.  
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 
wealth for me.”  But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability 
to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, 
as it is today. 
 
1. Failure begins with forgetting God. 

 
Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

 
2. Peace and thankfulness go hand in hand. 
 

• Thank God for the silver lining. 
 

• Thank God for His provision. 
 
Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of 
His glory in Christ Jesus. 

 
3. A heart of gratitude sustains you in the storm. 
 

• Gratitude is the antidote to the poison of despair. 



 
4. A heart of gratitude encourages others in the storm. 
 

• Stop whining and start thanking. 
 

 

C. Shift #3 From “Save me, God.” To “Use me, God.” 
 

Acts 28:1-4 Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta.  The 
islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because 
it was raining and cold.  Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the 
fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.  When the islanders 
saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a 
murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed 
him to live.”  
 
1. Sometimes there are snakes in the sticks. 

 
Matthew 5:45 He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
 
Acts 28:5-6  But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects.  
The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a 
long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds 
and said he was a god. 

 
2. What God can do is not determined by what others expect. 

 
Acts 28:7-10  There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief 
official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and showed us generous 
hospitality for three days.  His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and 
dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and 
healed him.  When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and 
were cured.  They honored us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, 
they furnished us with the supplies we needed. 

 
3. God used the mess to bring a miracle. 
 
4. You are where you are so God can do what He does through you. 

 
 


