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I. INTRODUCTION: CONFLICT 
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-12  I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. My 
brothers and sisters, some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are 
quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 
follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 
 
A. Progress is often stalled until conflict is addressed. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:12  What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 
follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 
 
James 4:1-3  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from 
your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You 
covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not 
have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

 

B. Conflict messes us up. 
 

• Unresolved conflict leaves us messed up. 
 

 
 

II. 5 STEPS TO HANDLING CONFLICT 
 

1 Corinthians 3:1-4  Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live 
by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you 
milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 
You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you 
not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” 
and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad. 
 

• One day, Jesus will ask you about what you did, not what someone else did. 
 
 
 
 
 



1.  GROW UP 
 
1 Corinthians 3:1-2  Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who 
live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave 
you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not 
ready. 
 

A. Spiritual maturity is revealed in times of conflict. 
 
B. You might be maturing if... 

 
1) You might be maturing if… You can discern the source of the conflict. 

 
1 Corinthians 5:12  What business is it of mine to judge those outside the 
church? Are you not to judge those inside? 
 
• Anticipate conflict with unbelievers. 

 
• Address conflict with believers. 

 
• Be aware of Satan's schemes. 

 
2 Corinthians 2:10-11  Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I 
have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the 
sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us. For 
we are not unaware of his schemes. 

 
2) You might be maturing if...You are increasing in self-control. 

 
1 Corinthians 3:1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people 
who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in 
Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:20  For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of 
power. 

 
3) You might be maturing if...You can get over yourself. 

 
1 Corinthians 3:2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready 
for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 

 
 

2. BE HUMBLE 
 
1 Corinthians 3:3  You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling 
among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 
 
A. Our response to conflict should look more like Jesus than it 

does the world. 
 



B. You might need some humility if... 
 

1) You might need some humility if...You are jealous. 
 

2) You might need some humility if...You are quarreling. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:7-8  The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means 
you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? 
Why not rather be cheated? Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, 
and you do this to your brothers and sisters. 
 

3) You might need some humility if...You are arrogant. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:18  Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not 
coming to you. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:7  For who makes you different from anyone else? What do 
you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you 
boast as though you did not? 

 

C. Humility is essential to harmony. 
 
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of yourself less.” C.S.  
Lewis 

 
 

3. STOP BEING DIVISIVE 
 
1 Corinthians 3:4  For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10  I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 
 

A. You might be divisive if... 
 
1) You might be divisive if… You major on the minors. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:17  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power. 

 
2) You might be divisive if… You expect others to choose sides. 
 

• Look for what unites us and not what divides us. 
 
3) You might be divisive if… You have to be right. 

 



1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 
 
• Make sure that your “good fight” is the right fight. 
 
1 Corinthians 8:1-3  Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We 
all possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 
Those who think they know something do not yet know as they ought to 
know. But whoever loves God is known by God. 

 
 

4. CHOOSE TO LOVE 
 
• You might need some more love if... 

 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV)  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-8 (MSG)  If I speak with human eloquence and angelic 
ecstasy but don't love, I'm nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate. If I speak 
God's Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain 
as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but I 
don't love, I'm nothing. If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the 
stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, I've gotten nowhere. So, no 
matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love. Love 
never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn't want 
what it doesn't have. Love doesn't strut, Doesn't have a swelled head, Doesn't 
force itself on others, Isn't always "me first,” Doesn't fly off the handle, Doesn't 
keep score of the sins of others, Doesn't revel when others grovel, Takes 
pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. Love 
never dies. 

 
 

5. HONOR GOD 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 
you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
 
• Our response to conflict is ultimately an act of worship. 


