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I. Introduction 
 

A. The vision of Calvary Church is Life Change. 
 

B. Life Change happens when we Connect, Grow and Serve together. 
 
 

II. Three Truths About Generous People 
  
Acts 2:44-45  All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
 
 

1. Generous People Are Wise People 
 
Proverbs 11:25  A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be 
refreshed. 
 
Proverbs 28:27  Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their 
eyes to them receive many curses. 
 
Proverbs 22:9 The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the 
poor. 
 

A. Generosity is at the center of the Christian life. 
 

1. Chiastic Structure 
 

 Chiasm is a literary device that uses a unique repetition pattern for 
clarification and/or emphasis. 

 

 Winners never quit.  Quitters never win. 
 
Matthew 6:24  “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and money. 
 
Romans 8:35-39  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is 
written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to 
be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 



 

 

nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Acts 2:41-47  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They 
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 

 
2. The work of the Holy Spirit allows me to be generous and my generosity creates 

a place for the Holy Spirit to work. 
 

B. Revival without revolution is just hype. 
 

1. The work of the Holy Spirit in my life causes me to take my eyes off of myself and 
look to others. 

 
2. I can be generous with my time, talent, and treasure. 

 
3. I can be generous with grace, acceptance, and forgiveness. 

 
 
 

2. Generous People Know Their Source 
 

Acts 2:44  All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
 

A. The work of the Holy Spirit in my life causes me to see my possessions for what they 
are... God's. 

 

 Are my possessions gods or God's? 
 

B. The Bible calls us to practice Biblical Stewardship. 
 

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in 
it; 
 
1 Chronicles 29:14  “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able 
to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you 
only what comes from your hand. 

 

 We are stewards of what God has entrusted to us. 
 



 

 

Malachi 3:10  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open 
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you 
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, 
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work. 
 
Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your 
crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with 
new wine. 

 
C. We hold on loosely to what we have so that we are ready to release it. 

 
"I try to store material wealth in my hand, not my heart, so I always feel free to give it 
away when the opportunity rises." ~Truett Cathy 

 
Luke 12:16-21  And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man 
yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 
place to store my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I'll say to myself, 
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 
merry.”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ “This is how it will 
be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

 
 

3. Generous People Have Right Priorities. 
 

Acts 2:45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
 
Acts 4:32-35  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of 
their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace 
was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among them. 
For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money 
from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had 
need. 

 
A. People are more important than possessions. 

 
B. The work of the Holy Spirit in my life causes me to do what I can to meet the needs 

of others. 
 



 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12   For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
“The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” We hear that some among you are 
idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they 
eat. 
 
Luke 10:33-35  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 
when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an 
inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 
extra expense you may have.’ 
 
Luke 6:38  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.” 
 
Luke 14:12-14  Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, 
do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich 
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when 
you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 


