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I. Introduction 

 
Acts 4:32-35  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any 
of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great 
power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And 
God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons 
among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, 
brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to anyone who had need. 

 
1. Generosity is at the center of the Christian life. 

 
Acts 4:36-37  Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas 
(which means “son of encouragement”), sold a field he owned and brought the 
money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

 
2. God may use you to bless others. 

 
 
II. Eight Biblical Truths From A Story About Lies 

 
Acts 5:1  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a 
piece of property. 
 
1.  The Love Of Money Is The Root Of All Kinds Of Evil. 
 

Acts 5:2  With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for 
himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
 
1 Timothy 6:6-10  But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. 
 
A. Greed is a trap. 
 

Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and money. 



 
B. Affection determines action. 

 
2. Guard Your Heart. 

 
Acts 5:3  Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart 
that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the 
money you received for the land? 
 
Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows 
from it. 
 
Luke 22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I 
have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 
 
A. A thriving church is a target for satanic lies. 
 

• Deceit is disastrous. 
 
B. Who you are will determine what you do. 
 

• You can be honest without having integrity. 
 
3.  Pride Goes Before Destruction. 

 
Acts 5:4  Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't 
the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You 
have not lied just to human beings but to God.” 
 
A. Status does not come without sacrifice. 
 

Proverbs 16:18-19  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a 
fall. Better to be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than to share plunder 
with the proud. 

 
B. Doing great things does not make great people.  God uses great people 

to do great things. 
 
Acts 5:5  When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized 
all who heard what had happened. 
 
2 Kings 2:23-24  From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along 
the road, some boys came out of the town and jeered at him. “Get out of here, 
baldy!” they said. “Get out of here, baldy!” He turned around, looked at them and 
called down a curse on them in the name of the Lord. Then two bears came out 
of the woods and mauled forty-two of the boys.  

 



4. Christ Loves The Church. 
 
Acts 5:6  Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and 
carried him out and buried him. 
 
Ephesians 5:1-2 Follow God's example, therefore, as dearly loved children and 
walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:11 When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, 
people's hearts are filled with schemes to do wrong. 
 

• A lack of trust is a seed that grows contempt. 
 
Acts 5:7  About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. 

 
5.  Be Careful Who Your Friends Are. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:33  Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 
 
Proverbs 22:24-25  Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not 
associate with one easily angered,  or you may learn their ways and get yourself 
ensnared. 
 

 
6. If We Confess Our Sins… 

 
Acts 5:8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the 
land?”  “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
 
1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 
7. Do Not Grieve The Holy Spirit. 

 
Acts 5:9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? 
Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they 
will carry you out also.” 
 
Ephesians 4:30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. 

 
 
 
 
 



8. Your Sin Will Find You Out. 
 
Acts 5:10  At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young 
men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her 
husband. 
 
Numbers 32:23  “But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the Lord; 
and you may be sure that your sin will find you out. 
 
Genesis 4:7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not 
do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you 
must rule over it.” 
 
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 


