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I. EMPTY TOMB TRUTHS 
 
John 20:11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying.  
 
Luke 8:2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary 
(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 
 

1. You are not who you used to be. 
 

A. Jesus offers a new beginning. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for 
our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a 
new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

 

B. You can have a new beginning because of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
John 20:11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying.  
 
John 20:1-2 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't 
know where they have put him!” 

 
 
Mark 16:9-11 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. She went and told those 
who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. When they heard that 
Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. 

 

2. You are not who others say you are. 
 

A. Jesus blesses the poor in spirit. 
 

• Comparison is Quicksand 
 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 



B. You have great value and purpose because of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
John 20:11-13  Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body 
had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, 
why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don't know 
where they have put him.” 

 
 
Luke 8:1-3. After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and 
also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were 
helping to support them out of their own means. 

 

3. You are more than your grief. 
 

A. The Resurrection reminds us that our grief is temporary. 
 

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

 
B. Grief without hope is hopelessness. 
 

• You have hope in your grief because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
John 20:14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 

 

4. You are not alone in your uncertainty. 
 

A. The resurrection is a reminder that Jesus is there, even when you do not realize 
it.  

 
John 20:15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking 
for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

 
 

5. You have a living hope.  
 

1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 
 



A. You have a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of 
his Spirit who lives in you. 
 
B. You have resurrection life today because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
John 20:16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  
 

6.  You are called by name. 
 
John 20:16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
 
Isaiah 43:1-3 (NLT) But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, 
the one who formed you says, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have 
called you by name; you are mine. When you go through deep waters, I will be with 
you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk 
through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume 
you. For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 
A. The resurrection of Jesus Christ reminds us that you are known, loved, and 

treasured by name. 
  


