
PRINCIPLES FOR THE PERSECUTED 
Pastor Chad Gilligan | October 23, 2022 

 
 

I. PRINCIPLES FOR THE PERSECUTED 
 

Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. 
 

1. You Are Blessed on Even the Bad Days 
 

Matthew 5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 

 
 

2. Persecution is to Be Expected 
 

John 15:20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they 
will obey yours also. 
 
Matthew 5:11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
 
Matthew 5:10-11 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

 
 

3. The Righteous Life Is the Blessed Life 
 

• Imitating Jesus is righteousness. 
 
 

4. Today’s Persecution Brings Tomorrow’s Reward 
 

Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and 



be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 
 
Acts 5:41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 
 
Hebrews 10:32-39 Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, 
when you endured in a great conflict full of suffering.  Sometimes you were publicly 
exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those 
who were so treated.  You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted 
the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better 
and lasting possessions.  So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded.  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you 
will receive what he has promised.  For, “In just a little while, he who is coming will 
come and will not delay.”  And, “But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take no 
pleasure in the one who shrinks back.”  But we do not belong to those who shrink 
back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved. 

 
 

5. You Are Blessed When You Follow Jesus 
 

Matthew 5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 

 
 

II. COMMUNION 
 

1 Corinthians 11:27-29 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 
Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the 
cup. For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink 
judgment on themselves. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-24 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you:  The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
 
1 Corinthians 11:25-26 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes. 


