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I. OUR NATIONAL HISTORY OF PRAYER 

 
“Thursday, the 7th being set apart by this Province as a Day of Fasting, Prayer 
and Humiliation, ‘to implore the Lord and Giver of all victory to pardon our 
manifold sins and wickedness, and that it would please Him to bless the 
Continental army with His divine favor and protection,’ all officers and soldiers are 
strictly enjoined to pay all due reverence and attention on that day to the sacred 
duties due to the Lord of hosts for His mercies already received, and for those 
blessings which our holiness and uprightness of life can alone encourage us to 
hope through His mercy to obtain.” 
 
“The Continental Congress having ordered Friday the 17th instant to be observed 
as a Day of Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer, humbly to supplicate the mercy of 
Almighty God, that it would please Him to pardon all our manifold sins and 
transgressions, and to prosper the arms of the United Colonies, and finally 
establish the peace and freedom of America upon a solid and lasting foundation; 
The General commands all officers and soldiers to pay strict obedience to the 
orders of the Continental Congress; that, by their unfeigned and pious 
observance of their religious duties, they may incline the Lord and  
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

 
 
II. PRAYER CAN BRING HEALING TO NATIONS. 
 

James 5:16-18 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 17 Elijah 
was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and 
the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 
 
• The prayer of just one person is powerful and effective. 
 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 

 
• The Holy Spirit empowers us to bring Jesus to the world. 
 



A. Praying For Our World 
 
B. Praying For Our Nation 
 

1. We pray to be a nation that values life. 
 

Psalms 139:13-16 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in 
my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not 
hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all 
the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them 
came to be. 
 
James 1:27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is 
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world. 

 
2. We pray to be Christians that love. 
 

1 John 4:19-21 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love 
God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their 
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they 
have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister. 

 
3. We pray to be a people that turns to God. 
 

2 Chronicles 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. 

 
C. Praying For Our Community 
 

1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.  
 
D. Praying For Our Church 
 

Ezra 8:21 There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might 
humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our 
children, with all our possessions. 
 
Ezra 8:31 On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava 
Canal to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he protected us 
from enemies and bandits along the way. 


