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I. Ordinary people find extraordinary courage when 

they have been with Jesus. 
 
Acts 4:13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they 
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these 
men had been with Jesus.  

 
1. Ordinary  
 

A. Your ability to be used by God is not determined by the criteria of others or self. 
 

B. God is more interested in availability than great ability. 
 

C. We answer to a higher authority. 
 
 
2. Courage  
 

A. Courage may not change your situation, but it changes you in the situation. 
 

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go. 

 
B. Courage is the antidote to fear. 

 
C. Courage is the substitute for discouragement. 

 
D. Courage is contagious. 

 
 
3. With Jesus  
 

Mark 6:47-51 Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was 
alone on land. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was 
against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was 
about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he 
was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified. 
Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.” Then 
he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely 
amazed, 

 



A. The presence of Jesus brings peace to the storm. 
 

Matthew 24:6-8. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you 
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.  
 
Matthew 24:36  But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
 
Acts 1:7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. 

 
B. Jesus discourages us from viewing the end times with speculation. 

 
Luke 21:25-28.  There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, 
nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 
People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.  
 
Acts 2:16-21  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In the last days, 
God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and 
signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’ 

 
C. Jesus encourages us to view the end times with expectation and preparation.   

 
Matthew 14:25-29 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the 
lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It's a 
ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: 
“Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.”  “Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tell me to 
come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the 
boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
 
Matthew 14:30-33  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to 
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”  And when they 
climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
 



II. Conclusion: Today is the day for ordinary you to 
find extraordinary courage by taking a step toward 
Jesus. 

 
John 20:3-8   So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over 
and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter 
came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen 
lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The 
cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, 
who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 

 
A. The Resurrection of Jesus proved that… 

 
1. He was who He said He was… Son of God. 

 
2. He did what He said He would do… Savior. 

 
3. He is who He said He is… Lord. 
 
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

 
B. Ordinary people find extraordinary courage when they have 

been with Jesus. 


