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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

• A Sunday drive slows you down enough to think about what 
drives you. 

 
 

II. THE BAD NEWS 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:1  Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under 
the sun: I saw the tears of the oppressed— and they have no comforter; power was on 
the side of their oppressors— and they have no comforter. 

 

A. Three Pieces of Bad News 
 

1. Life is unfair. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:16 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even 
there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was 
wickedness 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:8-9 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and 
rights denied, do not be surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by a 
higher one, and over them both are others higher still.  The increase from the land 
is taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields. 

 

2. Life is hard. 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:2-3  And I declared that the dead, who had already died, are 
happier than the living, who are still alive.  But better than both is the one who has 
never been born, who has not seen the evil that is done under the sun. 

 

3. Life is messy. 
 

Psalms 73:16-17 (NIV84)  When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to 
me  till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny. 

 
• There are no easy answers to pain and oppression in this life. 
 
Psalms 131:1 My heart is not proud, Lord, my eyes are not haughty; I do not 
concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. 
 



Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the 
matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.  
For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, 
whether it is good or evil. 

 
• The Bible offers us good news to counter the bad news. 

 

B.  A word to oppressors… 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:1  Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place 
under the sun: I saw the tears of the oppressed— and they have no comforter; power 
was on the side of their oppressors— and they have no comforter. 
 

1. Oppressors have a lack of regard for others. 
 
2. Oppressors abuse their power. 
 

James 4:17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it 
is sin for them. 
 
Proverbs 14:31 He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but 
whoever is kind to the needy honors God.” 
 
• Has your good drive gone bad? 
 
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
 
Ephesians 6:9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing 
that He who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no 
partiality with Him. 
 
Luke 17:1-3 Jesus said to His disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are 
bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come.  It would be better 
for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to 
cause one of these little ones to stumble. So watch yourselves.”  

 
 

III. THE GOOD NEWS 
 

A. Three Pieces of Good News 
 

Romans 8:22-25  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, 
the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen 
is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?  But if we hope for what we 
do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

 
 



1. Jesus Gives us Hope. 
 

Mark 7:32-35 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could 
hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him.  After he took him 
aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit 
and touched the man's tongue.  He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh 
said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”).  At this, the man's ears 
were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 
 
• Jesus cares about the human condition. 
 

Romans 8:35-39  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it 
is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as 
sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
• Jesus changes everything. 
 

Romans 8:26-27  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans.  And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with 
the will of God. 

 
 

2. The Holy Spirit is our Comforter. 
 

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help 
you and be with you forever— 
 
John 14:16 (KJV) And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
 
• The Holy Spirit comes alongside of us in our time of need. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,  who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God.  For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 
 
• God can use your suffering. 
 
Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 

 
 
 
 



3. God Makes All Things Beautiful.  
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end. 
 
• God does the right thing at the right time. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:17 I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, 
for there is a time for every matter and for every work. 
 
• God is not breaking the world.  He is fixing the world.  
 
Psalms 86:17 Give me a sign of your goodness, that my enemies may see it and 
be put to shame, for you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 
 
• The shadow proves the sunshine. 


