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I. WHY DO WE TAKE THE TIME TO INVEST IN OUR 
COMMUNITY? 

 
Jeremiah 29:4-7  This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  “Build houses and settle down; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for 
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and 
daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 
 
Jeremiah 29:4  This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

 
 

A. God has placed you here. 
 

Acts 17:26-27 (NIV84)  From one man He made every nation of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for them and the exact places 
where they should live.  God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out 
for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 
 
Jeremiah 29:5 Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
 
1. Thrive where you are. 
 

Jeremiah 29:1-2 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from 
Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets 
and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.  (This was after King Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court officials 
and the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had 
gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 

 
2. Bless where you are with who you are. 

 
Jeremiah 29:6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give 
your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase 
in number there; do not decrease. 

 
 

B. Live life to the full. 
 

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full. 
 
Jeremiah 29:7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper. 



 
1. Shalom is revealed in peace. 

 
John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
• If God gave to show us love, we give to show His love to others. 
 
1 John 4:19  We love because He first loved us. 

 
2. Shalom is revealed in prosperity. 

 
Genesis 12:2-3 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you.” 

 
 

C. God’s people have always been called to be a blessing where they 
are. 
 
Jeremiah 29:7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 
 
1. Pray for shalom in your world. 
 

Psalms 122:6-9 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure.  
May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.”  For the sake 
of my family and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.”  For the sake of the house 
of the Lord our God, I will seek your prosperity. 

 
2. Pray for peace. 
 
3. Pray for leaders. 

 
1 Timothy 2:1-4 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may 
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases 
God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth. 

 
4. Pray for people. 
 
5. Pray for prosperity. 
 

Jeremiah 29:7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper. 
 
• When you thrive, your community thrives. 
 
• When your community thrives, you thrive. 

 



 

D. Life is better when we make things better. 
 

Jeremiah 29:10-13 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for 
Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.  
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.” 
 
Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
 

1. We are agents of God’s hope. 
 

2. We are catalysts for God’s future. 
 

3. Hope is found in Jesus Christ. 
 
 


