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Ezra 9:8-9  “But now, for a brief moment, the Lord our God has been gracious in leaving us a 
remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes and 
a little relief in our bondage. Though we are slaves, our God has not forsaken us in our 
bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us new 
life to rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection 
in Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

I. God’s perspective on time is different than 
ours. 
 
Psalm 90:4  A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or 
like a watch in the night. 
 
A. God sees the big picture of time. 

 
2 Peter 3:8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 

 
B. God operates in specific moments in time. 

 
Esther 4:12-14  When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back 
this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of 
all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's 
family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position 
for such a time as this?” 
 
Galatians 4:4-5  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive adoption to sonship. 

 
C. We are to make the most of the moment that we are in. 

 
Ephesians 5:15-16  Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as 
wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
 
Ephesians 5:15-16 (KJV)  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but 
as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 
 



Ezra 9:1-2  After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, “The 
people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves 
separate from the neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and 
Amorites. They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their 
sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders 
and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.” 
 
Ezra 9:3-5  When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and 
beard and sat down appalled. Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of 
Israel gathered around me because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there 
appalled until the evening sacrifice.  Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-
abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread 
out to the Lord my God 
 
Ezra 9:6-7  and prayed: “I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up my face to 
you, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the 
heavens. From the days of our ancestors until now, our guilt has been great. Because 
of our sins, we and our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and 
captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today. 

 
D. We must take time to understand the moment we are in. 

 
 
 

II. This Moment We Are In 
 
• We Live in Times of Seismic Change. 

 
• We Live in Times of Dangerous Choice. 

 
• We Live in Times of Uncertain Challenges. 
 
 
A. This is a special moment. 

 
Ezra 9:8-9  “But now, for a brief moment, the Lord our God has been gracious in 
leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God 
gives light to our eyes and a little relief in our bondage. Though we are slaves, 
our God has not forsaken us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the 
sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of 
our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah 
and Jerusalem. 
 
1. We must realize the moment we are in. 

 



2. We must identify the challenges of this moment. 
 

3. We must seize the opportunities of this moment. 
 
B. Your moments are not too far away or over and done. 

 
 
 

III. This Is Our Moment 
 
A. In Times of Seismic Change, This Is Our Moment of Confidence.  
 

 Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 

1 Samuel 15:29  He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; 
for he is not a human being, that he should change his mind.” 

 
B. In Times of Dangerous Choice, This Is Our Moment of Truth. 

 
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 
 
John 8:32  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 
John 8:36  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 
C. In Times of Uncertain Challenges, This Is Our Moment of Hope. 

 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13  May the Lord make your love increase and overflow 
for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he 
strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of 
our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 
 
2 Peter 2:8-9  But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day 
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not 
slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
“If you aren’t breaking them, you aren’t making them.” 
 

D. You are living in a divine moment.  Seize it! 
 

  


