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Luke 8:4-8 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town 
after town, he told this parable: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up.  Some fell on rocky 
ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture.  Other seed 
fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good 
soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this, 
he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
 
Luke 8:11-15 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God.  Those along the 
path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Those on the rocky ground are the ones who 
receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but 
in the time of testing they fall away.  The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, 
but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do 
not mature.  But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear 
the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 
 
 

I. PERSEVERANCE IS THE KEY TO FRUITFULNESS. 
 

A. You cannot grow up if you give up — Persevere!  
 

Luke 8:12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  

 
 

B. Guard God’s Word at Work in Your Heart — Persevere  
 

Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. 
 
Luke 8:13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy 
when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of 
testing they fall away.  
 
Matthew 13:20-21 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the 
word and at once receives it with joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away. 

 
 

C. Stay Rooted in Times of Testing — Persevere 
 

Luke 8:14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go 
on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature.  
 



 

D. Don’t Let the Stuff of Life Choke the Life Out of You — Persevere 
 

Luke 8:15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

 
 

E. Tough Times Create Good Soil — Persevere 
 
1. Persevere through the breaking times. 
 
 It is often the breaking of the soil that brings the blessing of the fruit. 

 
2. Persevere through the stormy times. 

 
 It is often the disappointment of the rain that brings life to the soil. 

 
James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 
 

 
 


