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Acts 27:13-15 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they saw their opportunity; so they 
weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete. Before very long, a wind of hurricane 
force, called the Northeaster, swept down from the island. The ship was caught by the storm 
and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along 
 

I. Four storm survival strategies 
 

1. Stay on the ship 
 

Acts 27:29-30 Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped 
four anchors from the stern and prayed for daylight. In an attempt to escape from the 
ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea, pretending they were going to 
lower some anchors from the bow. 
 
A. If you’re in a storm, don’t pretend everything is ok. Don’t act like it’s all together.  
 

Acts 27:31 Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men 
stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” 

 
B. Sometimes it takes more faith to stay than it does to leave. 
 
C. Stay faithful to God during your storm. 

 
Acts 27:32 So the soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it drift 
away. 

 
 

2. Be still and relax 
 

Acts 27:33-34 Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen 
days,” he said, “you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—
you haven’t eaten anything. Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to 
survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.” 

 
A. Panicking and worrying won’t even make the storm go away.  It doesn’t make 

anything better.  
 
Luke 12:25 -26 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? Since 
you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 
 
Psalm 46:10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

 



B. When you find yourself caught by the storm, you got to be still and trust God. 
 

C. God can bring encouragement to your heart even in the storm. 
 

Acts 27:34 Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of 
you will lose a single hair from his head. 

 
 

3. Praise God in the Storm 
 

Acts 27:35-36 After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in 
front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. They were all encouraged 
and ate some food themselves 
 
Psalm 42:5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put 
your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God 

 
A. Don’t let a storm silence your praise. 

 
B. Praise is a key to your victory!  Praise God in your storm. 

 
 

4. God can take you to your destination on broken pieces. 
 

Acts 27:41 But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and 
would not move, and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. 

 
A. You can make it on broken pieces. 
 

Acts 27:42-44 The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them 
from swimming away and escaping. But the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life 
and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to 
jump overboard first and get to land. The rest were to get there on planks or on 
other pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land safely. 

 
B. You serve a God who can get you there on broken pieces.  He will get you there! 

 
C. Storms may knock us down, but they don’t have to knock us out! 

 


