
WHAT DOES GOD WANT? 
November 3, 2019 

 
 

I. THREE GREAT TRUTHS TO CONSIDER 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:2 Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything 
before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.  
 

1. There is a God. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 
 
A. Are you taking the presence of God for granted? 
 

• Are you just showing up? 
 

• Check your heart to see if you are just checking a box. 
 
“You will either worship or be critical of those who do.”  - H. Maurice Lednicky 
 
Isaiah 6:1-5 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on 
a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphim, each with 
six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  At the sound of their voices the 
doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.   “Woe to me!” I 
cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 

 
B. Be careful not to live your life for God, without God. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:2 Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter 
anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.  

 

2. You are Not Him. 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:3 A dream comes when there are many cares, and many words mark the 
speech of a fool.  
 
• You do not see clearly when you focus on yourself. 

 

3. Let Your Words Be Few. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:2 Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter 
anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.  
 
A. Prayer is more than just saying words. 
 

Matthew 6:7-8 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think 
they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him. 



 
B. Careless words reflect the inner life. 
 

Proverbs 10:19 When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is 
wise. 
 
James 1:19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
 
James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 
 

II. WHAT DOES GOD WANT? 
 

1. God wants obedience. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 

 
A. Do what God says. 

 
1) We do not sacrifice for a relationship with God. 
 

• It is easier to offer your sacrifice than it is to offer your self. 
 

Amos 5:21-24 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a 
stench to me.  Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will 
not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no 
regard for them.  Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of 
your harps.  But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing 
stream!” 

 
2) We sacrifice because of a relationship with God. 
 

• Your sacrifice is not a substitute for obedience. 
 

1 Samuel 15:22 But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
heed is better than the fat of rams. 
 
2 Samuel 24:24 But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I 
will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” So 
David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for 
them. 

 
B. Do what you say. 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:4-6 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no 
pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.  It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not 
fulfill it.  Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple 
messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say and 
destroy the work of your hands?  
 
1) Is my worship putting on a show for people? 
 



Matthew 6:1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.” 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:16-18  Do not be overrighteous, neither be overwise— why destroy 
yourself?  Do not be overwicked, and do not be a fool— why die before your time?  It 
is good to grasp the one and not let go of the other. Whoever fears God will avoid all 
extremes. 

 
2) Is my worship putting on a show for God? 

 
Proverbs 20:25 It is a trap to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider 
one's vows. 
 
• We often make promises in church that we struggle to keep. 
 
• It is easier to make a promise than to keep it. 
 
• Remember to say what you mean and mean what you say. 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:5 It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not fulfill it. 
 
Matthew 21:28-32 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He 
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  “‘I will not,’ he 
answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  “Then the father went to the 
other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.  
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering 
the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 
 
Psalms 15:4 who despises a vile person but honors those who fear the Lord; who 
keeps an oath even when it hurts, and does not change their mind; 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:6 Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the 
temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what 
you say and destroy the work of your hands?  

 
3) We often make excuses for our sins. 
 

• We make a mess for ourselves. 
 

• We blame God when things don’t work out. 
 

2. God wants reverence.  
 

Ecclesiastes 5:7 Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore fear God. 
 

3. God wants relationship.  
 


