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I. Introduction: Herod’s Pride 
 

Acts 12:7  Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He 
struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains 
fell off Peter's wrists. 
 
Acts 12:18-19   In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers 
as to what had become of Peter. After Herod had a thorough search made for him 
and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be 
executed. 
 
Acts 12:19  Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 
 
Acts 12:20  He had been quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now 
joined together and sought an audience with him. After securing the support of 
Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they 
depended on the king's country for their food supply. 
 
Acts 12:21  On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne 
and delivered a public address to the people. 
 
Josephus, Antiquities 19:343 
At which festival, a great multitude was gotten together of the principal persons, and 
such as were of dignity through his province.  On the second day of which shows he 
put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning; at which time the silver of his garment 
being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays upon it, shone out after a 
surprising manner, and was so resplendent at to spread a horror over those that 
looked intently upon him;   
 
Acts 12:22  They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a man.” 
 
Acts 12:23  Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the 
Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
 
Proverbs 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 

 
 
 
 



II. Three Consequences of Pride 
 
1. Relational pride leads to personal pain. 

 
Acts 12:19-20 Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. He 
had been quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together 
and sought an audience with him. After securing the support of Blastus, a trusted 
personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they depended on 
the king's country for their food supply. 
 
A. Relational tension is a part of life. 

 
James 3:16  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
disorder and every evil practice. 
 
• Pride poisons relationships. 
 
Philippians 2:3-5  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, 
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

 
B. Humility is a key to healthy relationships. 

 
1 Peter 5:5-6  In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, 
because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 
time. 
 
• Be the first to humble yourself. 

 
 
2. Self-promotion breeds self-destruction. 

 
Romans 13:1  Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is 
no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 
have been established by God. 
 
A. God is the giver of influence, power, and authority. 

 
1 Corinthians 10:31  So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God. 
 
• God desires to entrust you with opportunity to glorify Him. 



 
Josephus, Antiquities.19.345 
and presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from 
another (though not for his good), that he was a god; and they added, "Be 
thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto reverenced thee only as a 
man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal nature.”  Upon 
this the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery.   
 
Acts 12:23  Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel 
of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
 
Romans 1:21  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. 

 
B. An ungrateful heart sows seeds of self-destruction. 

 
James 4:6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God 
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 
 
• When we make an idol of ourselves, we make an enemy of God. 

 
Psalm 115:1 Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, 
because of your love and faithfulness. 

 
 
3.  What is in you is what will come out of you. 

 
Acts 12:23  Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of 
the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
 
Acts 10:24-26  The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was 
expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. As Peter 
entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. But Peter 
made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 
 
Luke 6:43-45  “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 
Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from 
thornbushes, or grapes from briers. A good man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” 
 
A. The state of your heart is set by what you store in your heart. 

 
Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows 
from it. 



 
Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent 
chap who took a real interest in what you said to him. If you do dislike him it 
will be because you feel a little envious of anyone who seems to enjoy life so 
easily. He will not be thinking about humility: he will not be thinking about 
himself at all. C.S. Lewis 
 
If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, tell him the first step. 
The first step is to realise that one is proud. And a biggish step, too. At least, 
nothing whatever can be done before it. If you think you are not conceited, it 
means you are very conceited indeed. C.S. Lewis 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting. 

 
B. If you don’t die to yourself, pride kills.  Steve Taylor 

 
 


