
 
 





Evening Worship 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
07.11.2021 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to keep 
them in the service with you if you prefer. 

Reflection 

1. Acquire, acquire, acquire. 
2. When the game is over, everything goes back in the box. 
   --Grandmother’s Two Rules of Monopoly 

If we eliminated all the contrived wants generated by either helpful or 
greedy producers, the squirrel cage would no doubt turn at a much slower 
pace, but it would not come to a halt.  Consumerism is a creation of 
capitalism.  Insatiability is not; capitalism only capitalizes on it. 

The rootedness of insatiability in human nature leads to a very simple but 
fundamental insight: the economic problem cannot be solved by economic 
means alone, not even in a hundred years…. 

The only proper “object” of human insatiability is the mystery of the 
infinite God….In God, in whom nothing worth preserving is lost, everything 
worth enjoying can be enjoyed. 
     --Miroslav Volf 



The Word 
Call to Worship 
Psalm 62:5-8 
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for 
my hope is from him. He only is my rock and 
my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge 
is God. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before 
him; God is a refuge for us.  

The Gloria Patri 
Music: Charles Meineke 

Worship begins with 
God’s call to us to 
worship him. As 

always, God initiates 
with us, such as we 
are, and invites us to 

be with him out of 
sheer mercy.

In the Gloria Patri we 
join our voices with 

Christians around the 
world and through the 

centuries in this 
ancient (cf. 380 AD) 
song of praise to the 

Holy Trinity.



Rescuer (Good News) 
Music & Lyrics: Ben Hastings, Bryan Fowler and the Rend Collective 

He is beauty for the blind man; riches for the poor; 
He is friendship for the one the world ignores. 
He is pasture for the weary; rest for those who strive, 
For the good Lord is the way, the truth, the life   



 

Prayer of Invocation 

 
Call to Confession of Sin 
Isaiah 55:6-7  
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon  
him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his  
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let  
him return to the Lord, that he may have  
compassion on him, and to our God,  
for he will abundantly pardon.  

We confess our sins as 
a group and 

individually because 
we need to. We come 
to worship God even 

though we are morally 
broken, in certain hope 

that he is merciful to 
people like us, and 

able to change us by 
his grace.



Confession of Sin   
[Please pray aloud together] 

Father in heaven, we thank you for the freedom you have 
given us through the life, death and resurrection of your Son. 
But we confess today that we often live like slaves. 
Instead of living like you delight in us, we avoid you in 
shame and guilt. Instead of receiving your favor as a gift, we 
try to earn it with our efforts. Instead of accepting your 
freedom, we prefer our chains. Instead of pursuing your 
purposes, we cling to our short-sighted agendas. Forgive us. 
Embrace us. Cleanse us. Heal us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

    [You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.] 

Kyrie Eleison 
Music: Greg Wilbur 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
Isaiah 53:4-5 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his stripes we are healed.  

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 

Abide With Me 
Lyrics: Henry Lytle; Music: Justin Smith 

Our consciences are 
weak and guilty, and 
can’t be trusted to 

tell us the truth 
about God’s free and 
happy forgiveness. 

So God puts his 
authoritative word in 

the mouths of his 
appointed ministers 

to assure you that he 
forgives you in 

Jesus.



I need Thy presence, every passing hour.  
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter's power?  
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless  
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness  
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?  
I triumph still, abide with me. 

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;  
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.  
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;  
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me. 

The Prayers of the People                      [Led by Tim Davis]     
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Almighty God who is from everlasting to 
everlasting, grant us, amid the conflicts of this 
passing world, the comfort of a perfect trust in 
you: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 

From pride, selfishness, greed and anger; from passions that lead to 
war among brothers and sisters in Christ as well as war among 
nations: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for peace (silence).  Amen. 

The prayers of the 
people enable us to 
join our minds and 
hearts in one voice 
to God, like we do 
when we sing. Be 

careful about merely 
repeating the words 

without engaging 
your whole self in 

prayer.



As you have blessed our nation so richly, we pray for the President 
and all in authority over us, that they would lead with wisdom and 
truth: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for those who lead (silence).  Amen. 

For all who are afflicted by war within themselves, by the conflicts of 
doubt, a rebellious will, and the darkness of despair: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for all who struggle with the gospel (silence).  Amen. 

For all who suffer: the sick, the poor, and the prisoner, that they 
would be touched by your compassion in their time of need: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for all who suffer (silence).  Amen. 

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever. Amen. 



New Testament Reading                [Reader: Raegan. Watkins]    
1 Timothy 6:6-10 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 12:13-21 
   Reader: The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
Music & Lyrics: Robert Robinson 



  
Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

Old Testament Reading 
Ecclesiastes 5:10-6:12   

10He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who 
loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 11When goods increase, 
they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to 
see them with his eyes? 12Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats 
little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.  

13There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches 
were kept by their owner to his hurt,14and those riches were lost in a bad 
venture.  And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15As he 
came from his mother's womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and 
shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand. 16This 
also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is 
there to him who toils for the wind? 17Moreover, all his days he eats in 
darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.  

18Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink 
and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the 
few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. 19Everyone 
also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy 
them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. 



20For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps 
him occupied with joy in his heart.  

6:1There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy 
on mankind: 2a man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, 
so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him 
power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a 
grievous evil. 3If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, 
so that the days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with 
life's good things, and he also has no burial, I say that a stillborn child is 
better off than he. 4For it comes in vanity and goes in darkness, and in 
darkness its name is covered. 5Moreover, it has not seen the sun or known 
anything, yet it finds rest rather than he. 6Even though he should live a 
thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good—do not all go to the one 
place?  

7All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied.  
8For what advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does the 
poor man have who knows how to conduct himself before the living?  
9Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this 
also is vanity and a striving after wind.  
10Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what 
man is, and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. 11The 
more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 12For 
who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain 
life, which he passes like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be 
after him under the sun? 
   
   Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                 Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table  
Profession of Faith  

    Alli Hazrati 

Sacrament of Baptism 

    Parsa Daniel Hazrati 

Parents’ Vows 
1.   Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

2.   Do you claim God’s covenant promises in his behalf, and do you 
look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for 
your own? 

3.   Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor 
to set before him a godly example, that you will pray with and for 
him, that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and 
that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring 
him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

Congregation’s Vow 
Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the 
parents in the Christian nurture of this child? 



Invitation and Prayer 
 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in   
 this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 

The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him  thanks and praise. 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup.   We 
are using individual cups and wafers as a concession to the virus. The red cups 
have wine and the grape juice is white/gold.]   

The Sursum Corda and 
the Mystery of Faith are 
used by Christians the 
world over to prepare 
their hearts and minds 
for Holy Communion. 



Pensive, Doubting, Fearful Heart 
Lyrics: John Newton; Music: Wedell Kimbrough 

Fear thou not, nor be ashamed; All thy sorrows soon shall end, 
I, who heaven and earth have framed,  
Am thy Husband and thy Friend; 
I the High and Holy One, Israel's God, by all adored, 
As thy Savior will be known, Thy Redeemer and thy Lord. 

For a moment I withdrew, And thy heart was filled with pain; 
But my mercies I'll renew; Thou shall soon rejoice again; 
Though I seem to hide my face,Very soon my wrath shall cease; 
'Tis but for a moment's space, Ending in eternal peace.  



In Feast or Fallow 
Music & Lyrics: Sandra McCracken 



  

On a cross of wood, His blood was outpoured 
He rose from the ground, like a bird to the sky; 
Bringing peace to our violence, and crushing death’s door, 
Our Maker incarnate, our God who provides. [Chorus] 

When the earth beneath me crumbles and quakes, 
Not a sparrow falls, nor a hair from my head 
Without His hand to guide me, my shield and my strength; 
In joy or in sorrow, in life or in death. [Chorus] 

Benediction 



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the sanctuary that you 
can use as you enter or leave. (Note that the Midtown box is separate from the 
Vineyard ones—ours cleverly says “Midtown”!) You can also give online at our 
website www.mpctucson.org. 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements every week before 
worship and would love to include you. You can email Charles 
(charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Prayer before the service: We have a few people meet to pray silently for the 
worship service and for the mission of the church from 4:30-4:45 in the youth 
room off of the playground behind the church. Everyone is welcome to join in.  

Midtown Institute: Our next meeting will be Sunday morning, July 18, from 
9:00-10:30 at the McReynold’s home (1241 E Sobre Lomas). 

July Book Group Books:  
Men: This Tuesday, 7/13, at 7:00 at the McReynolds’ home (1241 E Sobre 
Lomas). We are reading, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Phillip Dick.  

Women: Friday Night, 7:00 at the Garland’s home (1324 N Norton Ave). We are 
reading Till We Have Faces by C. S. Lewis. 

http://www.mpctucson.org
mailto:charles@mpctucson.org
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