
 
 



Evening Worship 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

03.26.2023 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to keep  
them in the service with you if you prefer. 

Reflection 

We would like a church that again asserts that God, not nations, rules the 
world, that the boundaries of God's kingdom transcend those of Caesar, 
and that the main political task of the church is the formation of people 
who see clearly the cost of discipleship and are willing to pay the price. 
  
The loss of Christendom gives us a joyous opportunity to reclaim the 
freedom to proclaim the gospel in a way in which we cannot when the 
main social task of the church is to serve as one among many helpful 
props for the state. 
  
Jesus is Lord' is not my personal opinion. I take it to be a determinative 
political claim. 

      ― Stanley Hauerwas 



The Word 
Call to Worship 
Psalm 34:3 
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together! 

 

Doxology 
Music: The Old One Hundredth

Worship begins with 
God’s call to us to 
worship him. As 

always, God initiates 
with us, such as we 
are, and invites us to 

be with him out of 
sheer mercy.

In the Doxology we 
join our voices with 

Christians around the 
world and through the 
centuries (circa 1674) 

with this song of 
praise to the Holy 

Trinity.



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Lyrics: Joachim Neander; Music: 17th Century German Tune 

Prayer of Invocation 



Call to Confession of Sin 
Psalm 130:1-4  
    Out of the depths I cry to you,  
    O Lord!  O Lord, hear my voice! 
    Let your ears be attentive to the voice  
    of my pleas for mercy!  
    If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,  
    O Lord, who could stand?  
    But with you there is forgiveness,  
    that you may be feared. 

Confession of Sin 
   [You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.] 

Psalm 130 
Lyrics: Martin Luther; Music: Christopher Minor 

We confess our sins as 
a group and 

individually because 
we need to. We come 
to worship God even 

though we are morally 
broken, in certain hope 

that he is merciful to 
people like us, and 

able to change us by 
his grace.



 
To wash away the crimson stain, Grace, grace alone availeth;  
Our works, alas! Are all in vain;  In much the best life faileth;  
No man can glory in Thy sight,  All must alike confess Thy might, 
And live alone by mercy (Live alone by mercy) 
And live alone by mercy (Live alone by mercy)  

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Psalm 130:7-8  
 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast   
 love, and with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem   
 Israel from all his iniquities. 

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 



Psalm 130 (Continued) 

Therefore my trust is in the Lord, and not in mine own merit;  
On Him my soul shall rest, His word upholds my fainting spirit;  
His promised mercy is my fort, my comfort and my sweet support; 
I wait for it with patience (Wait for it with patience) 2x 

What though I wait the live-long night, and ’til the dawn appeareth,  
My heart still trusteth in His might; it doubteth not nor feareth;  
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, ye of the Spirit born indeed; 
And wait ’til God appeareth (Wait ’til God appeareth) 2x 

Though great our sins and sore our woes  
His grace much more aboundeth;  
His helping love no limit knows, our upmost need it soundeth.  
Our Shepherd good and true is He, Who will at last His Israel free 
From all their sin and sorrow (All their sin and sorrow) 2x 

  The Prayers of the People         [Led by Ryan Jankowski] 
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Father, we pray for your holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, 
That we all may be one. 
(Please pray silently for the unity of the church.) 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 



Grant that every member of the church may joyfully and humbly 
serve you. 

That your Name would be honored by all people. 
(Please pray silently for the mission of the church.) 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 
world 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
(Please pray silently for the nations of the world.) 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from grief or trouble 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
(Please pray silently for those who suffer.) 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Let us join together in praying as Jesus taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

Old Testament Reading     [Reader: Frances Willberg] 
Psalm 2:1-12 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 



New Testament Reading 
Revelation 11:15-19 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Jesus Paid It All 
—Lyrics & Music: Elvina M. Hall 

Lord, now indeed I find Thy pow’r, and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper’s spots, and melt the heart of stone.     

And when, before the throne, I stand in Him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat. 

[Bridge] O praise the one who paid my debt  
and raised this life up from the dead. (2x) 



Gospel Reading 
Mark 15:1-20 
And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. And they bound 
Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate 
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered 
him, “You have said so.” 3 And the chief priests accused him of many 
things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? 
See how many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no 
further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 
6 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom 
they asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, who had committed 
murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. 8 And 
the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did 
for them. 9 And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he perceived that it was 
out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. 11 But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them 
Barabbas instead. 12 And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I 
do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 And they cried out 
again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has 
he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 15 So Pilate, 
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and 
having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 
16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the 
governor's headquarters), and they called together the 
whole battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and 
twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they 
began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they were 
striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down 
in homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped 



him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led 
him out to crucify him. 

   Minister: The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                 Rev. Charles Garland 

The Table   

Confession of Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 



Invitation and Prayer     
 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in   
 this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 

The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him  thanks and praise. 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward down the center aisle.. Take bread and 
eat it, then take a cup and drink. If you prefer grape juice and/or a gluten free 
wafer, they are available on the middle table. Please return down the outside 
aisles.] 



God’s Highway 
Music & Lyrics: Sandra McCracken 

 The shadows flee, the valley is deep, 
 But evil cannot conquer me.  
 Your rod and staff, they protect me;  
 You give me rest, You give me peace. [Chorus]  

 I see the shore from troubled seas.  
 This tiny ship that carries me,  
 It is not yet, but it will be;  
 So heaven come, it’s You we need.  [Chorus] 



Solid Rock 
Music & Lyrics: David Isaac Rivers 

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil, 
My anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

His oath, his covenant, his bloodSupport me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way He then is all my hope and stay, 
He then is all my hope and stay.  [Refrain] 

When he shall come with trumpet sound, Oh may I then in him be found; 
Dressed in his righteousness alone, And faultless stand before the throne, 
And faultless stand before the throne. [Refrain] 



Benediction 



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the 
sanctuary that you can use as you enter or leave. Online, you can 
give at (www.mpctucson.org/donate).    —>> 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements every week before 
worship and would love to include you. You can email Charles 
(charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Nursery Needs: Midtown nursery is looking for donations of empty paper towel 
rolls, empty toilet paper rolls, empty oatmeal containers, and empty coffee tins 
(plastic or metal). Along with this, donations of food, magazine and newspapers 
are welcomed for others crafts that will be done. We are also having a craft day 
where volunteers can help make craft demonstrations for next years curriculum, 
Sami is looking for 4-5 people to help, please let me know if you would be willing 
to help! This will take place at 3:30 on Sunday, April 2. 

Good Friday Service: We’ll meet for a service of reflection on the last words of 
Jesus on the cross at 7:00pm on Friday. The Vineyard is using their building 
then, so we will meet at the north end of Himmel Park (1000 N Tucson Blvd, 
Tucson, AZ 85716). Bring chairs if you want them. Children are welcome and the 
service last about 40 minutes.
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