
 
 





Evening Worship 
Second Sunday in Advent 

12.05.2021 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to keep  
them in the service with you if you prefer. 

Reflection 

“If only it were all so simple! If only there were evil people 
somewhere insidiously committing evil deeds, and it were necessary 
only to separate them from the rest of us and destroy them. But the 
line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of every human 
being. And who is willing to destroy a piece of his own heart?” 

      ― Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 



The Word 
Call to Worship—     [Noah & Anna Hamstra] 

Lighting of the Peace Candle 

The second candle of Advent is the Candle of Peace. It is sometimes 
called the Bethlehem Candle to remind us of the place in which 
preparations were made to receive and cradle the Christ child. 

The second candle reminds us of Jesus' humility in coming to earth 
and being born in a stall, as Luke records: "This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger."  

The prophet Isaiah calls Christ "the Prince of Peace."  Through John 
the Baptist and all the other 
prophets, God asks us to prepare our hearts so that he may come in. 

Our hope is in God, and in his son Jesus Christ.  Our peace is found 
in him.  We light this candle today to remind us that he brings peace 
to all who trust in him.  

Let us stand and sing as we celebrate the coming of God to the 
world. 



Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
Lyrics: George Wiessel; Music: Thomas Williams 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart  
From earthly use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and 
joy. 

Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide;  
Let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 

Thy Holy Spirit lead us on, until our glorious goal is won;  
Eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 

Prayer of Invocation 



Call to Confession of Sin  
1 John 1:8   

If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

  
Confession of Sin   
[Pray aloud together] 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 
your holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done; and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done; and there is no 
health in us. O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent; according to your 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Grant that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life; to the glory of His holy name. 
Amen. 

    
[You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.] 

Kyrie Eleison 
Music: Greg Wilbur 

We confess our sins as 
a group and 

individually because 
we need to. We come 
to worship God even 

though we are morally 
broken, in certain hope 

that he is merciful to 
people like us, and 

able to change us by 
his grace.



Assurance of Forgiveness 
1 John 1:9   

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Music: Lewis Redner; Lyrics: Phillip Brooks 

For  

Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 



How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n. 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  

The Prayers of the People             [Led by Nick Davis]               
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Lord, you built your church and promised to dwell with her forever. 
Bless all who guard and feed your sheep, those who shepherd 
souls, those who care for the poor, those who minister 
praise, as well as those who teach your Word, that as you are 
lifted up, men and women will be drawn to you.  

(Please pray silently for the ministry of the church.) Amen. 

Lord, likewise, you rule over all the nations of the earth. 
We pray for peace in every corner of the world: in 
Afghanistan and Yemen, as well as every nation where 
there is suffering, that you will be glorified among the 
nations.  

(Please pray silently for our world.)  Amen. 



Lord, you offer comfort to those who are in need. 
We commend to you all who are afflicted: those who are ill, 
those who suffer in poverty, those who wrestle with all 
sorts of addictions, as well as those who sorrow, that they 
will be comforted in their time of tribulation.  

(Please pray silently for all who suffer.) Amen. 

Lord, out of the depths of eternity you moved in our history in the birth of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  We pray now in the words he taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading            [Reader:Yunuen Jankowski] 
Isaiah 19:23-25 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 19:1-10 
 Reader: The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 



Hark the Herald Angels Sing— 
  MPC Christmas Choir 
[Congregation Joins on the Last Verse] 

 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
 Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 Ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 Born that man no more may die, 
 Born to raise the sons of earth, 
 Born to give them second birth.  
 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn King. 

New Testament Reading 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  

   Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                 Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table  
Confession of Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Invitation and Prayer 
 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in   
 this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 

We use the ancient 
creeds to reinforce our 

confidence in God’s 
grace, and to highlight 
our connection to his 

people around the 
world who worship him 
with these same words 

every Lord’s Day.



The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him  thanks and praise. 

 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup.   We 
are using individual cups and wafers as a concession to the virus. The red cups 
have wine and the grape juice is white/gold.]   

The Sursum Corda and 
the Mystery of Faith are 
used by Christians the 
world over to prepare 
their hearts and minds 
for Holy Communion. 



Come Light Our Hearts 
Music & Lyrics: Sandra McCraken 

 O Joy above all other loves 
 In You we find more than enough 
 We come as we are, O heal and restore 
 Come light our hearts. 



Go Tell It On The Mountain 
Traditional 

The shepherds feared and trembled, when, lo! above the earth  
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain] 

Down in a lowly manger our humble Christ was born,  
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

Benediction 



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the sanctuary that you 
can use as you enter or leave. (Note that the Midtown box is separate from the 
Vineyard ones—ours cleverly says “Midtown”!) You can also give online at our 
website www.mpctucson.org. 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements every week before 
worship and would love to include you. You can email Charles 
(charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Monday Soccer: Monday at 5:00 at the U of A Mall. 

Women’s Christmas Cookie Swap: Sunday morning, 12/12 @ 11:00. At the 
Garland’s (1324 N Norton Ave). Bring at least 2 dozen cookies to share. 
We also are collecting canned food for needy neighbors—bring them to the 
cookie swap or to church on Sunday. 

Men’s Book Group: We are reading John Owen’s book, The Mortification of Sin, 
this month. The meeting is Tuesday, 12/14 at Matt McReynold’s home (1241 E 
Sobre Lomas) at 7pm. 

Prayer Group: Ladies of Midtown, please gather for an hour of prayer the first 
and third Tuesdays of the month. We will meet at Shelly Gauger’s, 525 S. 4th 
Avenue, at 1:30 pm. beginning December 7th. We will use a format where we 
will pray for ourselves, our country, our city and our church each time. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: We are going to meet at Himmel Park for 
our Christmas Eve Service at 5:00pm. We’ll all need to bring chairs and phones 
for the song lyrics. Park at the north end of the park and we’ll meet between the 
library and the tennis courts. Sundown is 5:25 which should be right around 
candle lighting time. 

Midtown Banquet: Mark your calendars for Friday evening, January 14th. We 
are going to have a dinner at Culinary Dropout and talk about the near future for 
our church. We have some momentous days coming and we are meeting to 
celebrate and anticipate together. We will arrange childcare, as well. Details to 
follow. 

http://www.mpctucson.org
mailto:charles@mpctucson.org
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1241%20E%20Sobre%20Lomas%2C%20Tucson%2C%20AZ%2085718%2C%20US&hl=en&authuser=0
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1241%20E%20Sobre%20Lomas%2C%20Tucson%2C%20AZ%2085718%2C%20US&hl=en&authuser=0
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