
 
 



Evening Worship 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
09.25.2022 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to keep  
them in the service with you if you prefer. 

Reflection 

[The Gospel] was hated not, at bottom, because it pictured Him as 
man but because it pictured Him as king, or even as warrior.  The 
Pantheist’s god does nothing, demands nothing.  He is there if you 
wish for him, like a book on a shelf. He will not pursue you.  There 
is no danger that at any time heaven and earth should flee away at 
his glance. 
                                                      --C. S. Lewis 



The Word 

Call to Worship 
Psalm 105:1-2 
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his 
deeds among the peoples!  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all 
his wondrous works! 

Doxology 
Music: The Old One Hundredth 

Worship begins with 
God’s call to us to 
worship him. As 

always, God initiates 
with us, such as we 
are, and invites us to 

be with him out of 
sheer mercy.

In the Doxology we 
join our voices with 

Christians around the 
world and through the 
centuries (circa 1674) 

with this song of 
praise to the Holy 

Trinity.



O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Lyrics: Charles Wesley; Music: Charles Glaser 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, the honors of thy Name. 
 
Jesus, the Name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 
'Tis music in the sinner's ears,'tis life, and health, and peace. 
 
He breaks the power of reigning sin, He sets the pris'ner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean, His blood availed for me. 
 
He speaks and, listening to his voice, new life the dead receive; 
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice; the humble poor believe. 
 
Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,  
Your loosened tongues employ  
Ye blind, behold your Savior come,  
And leap, ye lame, for joy  

Prayer of Invocation 

The invocation is a prayer 
asking for God to come 

and be present with us in 
the worship service. We 

come with hope that God 
will come and speak to us, 
heal us, and stir up love for 

him in our minds and 
hearts.



Call to Confession of Sin   [Led by Matt Esswein] 
1 John 1:5-6  
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. 

Confession of Sin   
[Pray aloud together] 

Most holy and merciful Father, we confess 
to you and to one another, that we have 
sinned against you by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart and 
mind and strength. We have not fully loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We have not 
always had in us the mind of Christ. You 
alone know how often we have grieved you by wasting your 
gifts, by wandering from your ways. Forgive us, we pray you, 
most merciful Father; And free us from our sin. Renew in us 
the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. 

[You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.] 

Trisagion 
Music: Fernando Ortega 

We confess our sins as 
a group and 

individually because 
we need to. We come 
to worship God even 

though we are morally 
broken, in certain hope 

that he is merciful to 
people like us, and 

able to change us by 
his grace.



Assurance of Forgiveness 
1 John 1:9   
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 

Psalm 126 
Music: Issac Wardell 



The Prayers of the People         [Led by Ryan Jankowski] 
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Heavenly Father, since You have 
promised to grant our requests, we make our 
supplications to You in the name of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

We pray for our world leaders, 
that they will rule with wisdom and peace, 
especially in administering justice in troubled lands. 

Let us pray for the world (silence).  Amen. 
We pray to You also, dear Father, for Your church, the body of Christ, 

that guided by Your Holy Spirit, we would be found to 
be wise, zealous, and faithful worshippers. 

Let us pray for the church (silence). Amen. 

Moreover, we pray for all men and women throughout the world, 
that they would come to a knowledge of Your saving 
grace through the spread of Your gospel. 

Let us pray for those in need of God’s grace (silence). Amen. 

Finally, we commend to You all who suffer tribulation, 
that it would please You to make them feel 
Your Fatherly affection toward them, 
so they would find refreshment and healing in You. 

Let us pray for all who suffer (silence). Amen. 

The prayers of the 
people enable us to 
join our minds and 
hearts in one voice 
to God, like we do 
when we sing. Be 

careful about merely 
repeating the words 

without engaging 
your whole self in 

prayer.



And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading     [Reader: Frances Willberg] 
Jeremiah 7:4-11 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

New Testament Reading 
Revelation 3:1-3 
   Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
  



Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
Music & Lyrics: Robert Robinson 

  
Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 



Gospel Reading 
Mark 11:12-25

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was 
hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he 
could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one 
ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 
sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through 
the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? 
But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the 
scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared 
him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19 And when 
evening came they went out of the city.

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away 
to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The 
fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus answered 
them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in 
his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done 
for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand 
praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father 
also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 


 	 Minister:	 The Gospel of Jesus Christ.

 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                 Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table   

Confession of Faith   
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Invitation and Prayer      

 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in   
 this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 

We use the ancient 
creeds to reinforce our 

confidence in God’s 
grace, and to highlight 
our connection to his 

people around the 
world who worship him 
with these same words 

every Lord’s Day.



The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him  thanks and praise. 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward down the center aisle.. Take bread and 
eat it, then take a cup and drink. If you prefer grape juice and/or a gluten free 
wafer, they are available on the middle table. Please return down the outside 
aisles.] 



Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Music: William Runyan; Lyrics: Thomas Chisholm 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness  
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 



We Will Feast In the House of Zion 
Lyrics and Music: Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore 

In the dark of night, before the dawn, My soul, be not afraid. 
For the promised morning, oh how long?   
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength! 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed, You are the Faithful one.  
And from the garden to the grave, Bind us together, bring shalom! 

Benediction 



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the 
sanctuary that you can use as you enter or leave. Online, you 
can give at (www.mpctucson.org/donate).    ------->>> 

[Note: If you give online with a credit card there is a 2+% fee, 
but if you give from your bank account the fee is a flat $1. 
There is no fee if you put a check in the offering box or mail it 
to our P.O Box.] 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements every week before 
worship and would love to include you. You can email Charles 
(charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Women’s Fall Bible Study: On Seeing Jesus in the Prophets, based on Nancy 
Guthrie’s book. Wednesday nights at 7:00 at Shelly Gauger’s home (525 S 4th 
Ave). The bulk order of books still hasn’t come, so just get one on your own, 
please. 

Refugee Ministry: Please join us after church on Oct 9 for a meeting to debrief 
our experiences with the Jamshidis and discuss plans and needs for sponsoring 
another family. For questions or comments, please talk to Stephanie Bowyer. 

http://www.mpctucson.org/donate
mailto:charles@mpctucson.org
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=525%20S%204th%20Ave%2C%20Tucson%2C%20AZ%2085701%2C%20United%20States&hl=en&authuser=0
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=525%20S%204th%20Ave%2C%20Tucson%2C%20AZ%2085701%2C%20United%20States&hl=en&authuser=0
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