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Evening Worship

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
06.24.2018

Welcome to Worship at Midtown!

We are just starting our corporate worship services, and are really glad to
have you with us. Whether you have been a Christian for many years, or are
trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or are just here as a
favor to your friend, we're happy to have you.

We have a nursery provided for little ones in the patio room. You are
welcome to keep them in the service with you if you prefer.

Worship Note

Peter tells a Gentile church, "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light." This shows us
that the church is challenged to the same witness that Israel was called to--
evangelistic worship. A key difference: in the Old Testament, the center of
world-winning worship was Mt. Zion, but now, wherever we worship Jesus in
spirit and in truth we have come to the heavenly Zion. In other words, the
risen Lord now sends his people out singing his praises in mission, calling
the nations to join both saints and angels in heavenly doxology. Jesus himself
stands in the midst of the redeemed and leads us in the singing of God's
praises, even as God stands over his redeemed and sings over us in joy.

—Tim Keller




Reflection

Self-actualization is what educated existence is all about. For members of
the educated class, life is one long graduate school. When they die, God
meets them at the gates of heaven, totes up how many fields of self-
expression they have mastered, and then hands them a divine diploma and
lets them in.

— David Brooks

The repeated promises in the Qur’an of the forgiveness of a compassionate
and merciful Allah are all made to the meritorious, whose merits have been
weighed in Allah’s scales, whereas the gospel is good news of mercy to the
undeserving. The symbol of the religion of Jesus is the cross, not the scales.
— John R.W. Stott

The Word

Call to Worship
Psalm 95:6-7
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Doxology
Music: The Old One Hundredth
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61556.David_Brooks

Holy, Holy, Holy

Lyrics: Reginald Heber; Music: John Dykes
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Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,

Who wert and art and ever more shall be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth, and sky, and sea;

Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Prayer of Invocation




Call to Confession of Sin

Acts 3:18-19
But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his
Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn
again, that your sins may be blotted out.

Confession of Sin
Please pray aloud together

Lord Jesus, I have sinned times without number, and been
guilty of pride and unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in my
daily life. My sins and shortcomings present me with a list of
accusations, but I thank you that they will not stand against me,
for all have been laid on Christ. Deliver me from every evil
habit, every interest of former sins, everything that dims the
brightness of your grace in me, everything that prevents me
taking delight in you.

You are invited to confess your sins to God silently at this time.

Kyrie Eleison
Music: Greg Wilbur
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Assurance of Forgiveness

Acts 13:38-39
Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who
believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed
by the law of Moses.

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you!
All: And also with you!

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Lyrics & Music: Thomas O. Chisholm
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Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest;
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witness,

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

The Prayers of the People
(Please pray the italicized portions aloud together.)

Leader:  The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader:  Let us pray.

Most gracious God,

who has promised to reveal His glory among all nations,
Hear us as we pray for Your church.
Bless all the ministers of Your word and sacraments
and unite all Christians in the bonds of holy faith,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Pray silently for the Church.) Amen.

Lord God of our fathers,

who has promised to take care of our every need,
Give us peaceful times and fruitful seasons.
Grant all in authority over us
wisdom and strength to do Your will
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Pray silently for our world.) Amen.



Most merciful Father,

comfort all who believe the good news of Your grace.
We pray for all who are distressed:
the poor,
the homeless,
the sick,
the bereaved,
and those afflicted in body and mind.
Comfort and relieve them according to Your will,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Pray silently for all who suffer.) Amen.

And now, as our Savior taught us, let us humbly pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Deuteronomy 7:6-8
Reader: = The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading
Philippians 2:1-4
Reader: = The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



We Abide in You

Lyrics & Music: Sandra McKracken
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We are the vineyard You have planted
Tend our leaves and wild branches:
We abide, we abide in You. We abide, we abide in You. Refrain

Fruit growing from our strength and labor,
Rain on us with grace and favor:
We abide, we abide in You. We abide, we abide in You. Refrain

We abide, we abide in You. We abide, we abide in You.



Gospel Reading

Matthew 19:27-20:16

27'Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you.
What then will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the
new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or
father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 3¢ But many who are first will be
last, and the last first.

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with
the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And
going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market-
place, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is
right I will give you.” 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour
and the ninth hour, he did the same. ¢ And about the eleventh hour he went
out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said
to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.” 8 And when evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.” 9 And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 1© Now
when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but
each of them also received a denarius. 1t And on receiving it they grumbled
at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take
what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?

Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first
last.”



Minister:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Rev. Charles Garland

The Table

Confession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Question 60

Minister:

All:

How are you right with God?

Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience
accuses me of having grievously sinned against all God's
commandments and of never having kept any of them, and
even though I am still inclined toward all evil, nevertheless,
without my deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants
and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and
holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned or been a sinner, as
if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for
me. All I need to do is to accept this gift with a believing heart.
Amen.

Invitation and Prayer
[Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family
meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a
congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and
with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for
Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this
meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers
provided below as guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful to you as
you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the
Church.]



Sursum Corda

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Mystery of Faith

Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen.

Christ will come again!
Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup
[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the
cup. We provide individual cups of grape juice and gluten-free
wafers in the tray at the front. We partake in the Supper by
intinction, that is, we dip the bread into the cup. Children who have
not yet professed their faith in Christ nor been admitted to the Table
are encouraged to come forward for a prayer of blessing.]



My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
Lyrics: Edward Mole; Music: William B. Bradbury
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When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev'ry high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the 'whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found,
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.



Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Music & Lyrics: Robert Robinson
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Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

Benediction



Silent Prayers During Communion

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for
placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you,
to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Taking Communion: Lord Jesus, your perfect life, your death
and resurrection are the source of all blessing in this life and the life to come. As I
eat this bread and drink this cup, renew me in the Joy and glory of knowing and
serving you. I come to this table on the basis of your merit only and not my own.
As you have completely and fully offered yourself for me, I now completely and
fully offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the
truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open
to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I
ever before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever
dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross
and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from
the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, you have called me to follow
you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that
I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness
of your Spirit. Grant also that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and
may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread.
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance
the race set before me, looking to you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen.



Notes

Offering: We have placed an offering box in the back of the nave that
you can use as you enter or leave, or as you come to communion. You
can also give online at our website www.mpctucson.org.

Midtown Presbyterian Church
www.mpctucson.org
P.O. Box 40517, Tucson, AZ 85717

678.849.7918
A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America

Biblical references are taken from the Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) Copyright 2001 by
Crossway Bibles. Music: Most historic hymns are public domain. Recent praise songs are printed under
Midtown Presbyterian Church’s CCLI License # 11521797.



