MIDTOWN

RIAN CHURCH






Evening Worship

Fourth Sunday of Easter
04.21.2024

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many
years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or
are just here as a favor to your friend, we're happy to have you.

We have a nursery provided for little ones. All of our kiddos will meet
in the Hamilton House. Check in is at the west end of the courtyard.
You are welcome to keep them in the service with you if you prefer.

Reflection

He comes to us in the brokenness of our health, in the
shipwreck of our family lives, in the loss of all possible peace
of mind, even in the very thick of our sins. He saves us in our
disasters, not from them. He emphatically does not promise to
meet only the odd winner of the self-improvement lottery; he
meets us all in our endless and inescapable losing.

—Robert Farrar Capon

Jesus' life didn't go well. He didn't reach his earning potential.
He didn't have the respect of his colleagues. His friends
weren't loyal. His life wasn't long. He didn't meet his soul
mate. And he wasn't understood by his mother. Yet I think I
deserve all those things because I'm so spiritual.

—Hugh Prather




The Word

Call to Worship
Leader: The Lord is risen!

All: He is risen indeed!

Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen!

All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Leader:  This is the day that the Lord has made.
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

In the Gloria Patri we
join our voices with
Christians around the
world and through the
centuries in this
ancient (cf. 380 AD)
song of praise to the

The Gloria Patl‘i Holy Trinity.

Music: Charles Meineke
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Ten Thousand Reasons
Lyrics and Music: Matt Redman & John Myrin
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Let me be sing-ing when the eve - ning comes.

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger,
Your name is great and your heart is kind.
For all your goodness I will keep on singing,
10,000 reasons for my heart to find.

And on that day when my strength is failing,
The end draws near and my time has come.
Still my soul will sing your praise unending,
10,000 years and then forevermore.



Prayer of Invocation

Call to Confession of Sin

Romans 3:19-20

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks
to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may
be held accountable to God. For by works of the
law no human being will be justified in his sight,
since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Confession of Sin
[Pray the bold text aloud together]

Minister: Almighty and most merciful Father,

All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

[You are invited to confess your sins to God silently at this time.]

Kyrie Eleison
Music: Greg Wilbur
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Assurance of Forgiveness
Romans 3:23-24
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

Minister:

All:

And also with you!

Solid Rock

Music & Lyrics: David Isaac Rivers

May the peace of Christ be with you!
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When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil,
My anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]

His oath, his covenant, his blood Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way He then is all my hope and stay,
He then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain]

When he shall come with trumpet sound, Oh may I then in him be found;
Dressed in his righteousness alone, And faultless stand before the throne,
And faultless stand before the throne. [Refrain]

Church Plant Report: Nick Davis, King of Grace Anglican

The Prayers of the People [Led by Ryan Jankowski]
[Pray the bold portions aloud together]

Leader:  The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

Almighty God and Heavenly Father,
since You have promised to grant our requests, we
make our supplications to You in the name of Your
Son, Jesus Christ.
We pray for our world leaders,
that they will rule with wisdom and peace,
especially in administering justice in troubled lands.
Let us pray for the world (silence). Amen.

We pray to You also, dear Father, for Your church, the body of Christ,
that guided by Your Holy Spirit, we would be found to
be wise, zealous, and faithful worshippers.

Let us pray for the church (silence). Amen.



Moreover, we pray for all men and women throughout the world,
that they would come to a knowledge of Your saving
grace through the spread of Your gospel.

Let us pray for those in need of God’s grace (silence). Amen.

Finally, we commend to You all who suffer tribulation,
that it would please You to make them feel your
Fatherly affection toward them, so they would find
refreshment and healing in You.

Let us pray for all who suffer (silence). Amen.

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever.
Amen.

New Testament Reading

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 23:11-12
Reader: The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
People: Praise be to you, O Christ.



Breastplate of St. Patrick

Lyrics: St. Patrick; Music: Wendell Kimbrough, Dan Wheeler
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they shutthe door: God's  ears hear me.
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When I climb the first steps toward a long-held dream: Christ above me.
And I leap out in faith, and I hope to find wings: Christ beneath me.



Old Testament Reading

Exodus 2:11-25

One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked
on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
people. 12He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he struck down
the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13When he went out the next day,
behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in
the wrong, "Why do you strike your companion?” 14He answered, “Who
made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you
killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the
thing is known.” 15When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses.

But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat
down by a well.

16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and drew
water and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17The shepherds
came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and saved them,

and watered their flock. 18When they came home to their father Reuel, he
said, “How is it that you have come home so soon today?” 19They said,
“An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds and even drew
water for us and watered the flock.” 20He said to his daughters, “Then
where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he may eat
bread.” 2LAnd Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he gave
Moses his daughter Zipporah. 22She gave birth to a son, and he called his
name Gershom, for he said, "I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.”
23During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of

Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for
rescue from slavery came up to God. 24And God heard their groaning, and
God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with

Jacob. 25God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.

Minister: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Charles Garland



The Table

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Invitation and Prayer

[Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family meal of
Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this
sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims
the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek
strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are
not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in

prayer.]



The Sursum Corda (Lift Up Your Hearts)
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Words of Institution

The Mystery of Faith
Minister:  Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again!
Minister:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Minister:  The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup

[As you are ready please come forward down one of the aisles. Take bread and
eat it, then take a cup and drink. If you prefer grape juice and/or a gluten free
wafer, they are available on the middle table. Please return down the same aisle.]



The Lamb Has Overcome
Lyrics & Music: Luke Morton
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name! Wor-thy isthe Lamb who was slain. Glo-ry be un-to his name!

No grave could hold him down, no grave could hold him down;
Up from the ground, “He is risen!” was the sound,
No grave could hold him down

At God's right hand is he, at God’s right hand is he;
Our Perfect Plea, how he lives to intercede!
At God's right hand is he. [Chorus]

The table now is spread, the table now is spread;
This wine and bread broken body and blood shed,
The table now is spread.

The day is drawing near, the day is drawing near;
He shall appear and will wipe away each tear,
The day is drawing near. [Chorus & Repeat First Verse]




Amazing Grace
Lyrics & Music: John Newton
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"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

When we've been there, ten thousand years,

bright shining as the sun;
We've no less days, to sing God's praise than when we first begun.

Benediction



Notes

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the -
sanctuary that you can use as you enter or leave. Online, you can E TﬁE
give at (www.mpctucson.org/donate). —>> - 'I-l: ﬂ
Email List: We send out the bulletin and announcements every EI:L .

week before worship and would love to include you. You can

email Charles (charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list.

Men’s Book group: Tuesday May 14 at the McReynolds’ at 7pm (1241 E Sobre
Lomas). The book for April is C.S. Lewis’ Miracles. Any men are welcome to
come.

Quarterly Prayer Meeting Sunday, May 5th @10:30am. Location coming soon!

Places to Get Involved:

Refugees: Jeannette Mendoza (jmarg2011@hotmail.com)

Food Pantry: Melissa McRae (melissa.beal89@gmail.com)

Sunday Set Up: Frances Willberg (frances.willberg@icloud.com)
Children’s Ministry: Annalyse Rash (annalyse@mpctucson.org)
Young families Group: Josiah Howard (josiah.howard1@gmail.com)

Nick Davis & King of Grace Anglican: Nick and Janet have started services
for the Anglican Church Plant we have been praying for with them. We are going
to pray for them and this new work in the service today.

Pastor: Charles Garland

Music Director: Sarah Lewis Midtown Presbyterian Church
Children’s Director: Annalyse Rash www.mpctucson.org
RUF Staff: Matt & Sarah Esswein P.O. BOX 40517, Tucson, AZ 85717

RUF Intern: Paige Jackson 678.849.7918

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
Biblical references are taken from the Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) Copyright 2001
by Crossway Bibles. Music: Most historic hymns are public domain. Recent praise songs are
printed under Midtown Presbyterian Church’s CCLI License # 11521797.
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