
 
 



Evening Worship 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

10.07.2018 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! 

We are just starting our corporate worship services, and are really glad to 
have you with us. Whether you have been a Christian for many years, or are 
trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or are just here as a 

favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We have a nursery provided for little ones in the patio room. You are 
welcome to keep them in the service with you if you prefer. 

 

    Worship Note          

I disliked very much their hymns, which I considered to be fifth-rate 
poems set to sixth-rate music. But as I went on I saw the great merit of 
it. I came up against different people of quite different outlooks and 
different education, and then gradually my conceit just began peeling 
off. I realized that the hymns (which were just sixth-rate music) were, 
nevertheless, being sung with devotion and benefit by an old saint in 
elastic-side boots in the opposite pew, and then you realize that you 
aren’t fit to clean those boots. It gets you out of your solitary conceit.  
       —C.S. Lewis 



Reflection 
Kate said to her Jewish colleague: Perhaps I’m a natural pagan. I 
don’t go in for all this emphasis on sin, suffering and judgment. If I 
had a God I’d like Him to be intelligent, cheerful and amusing.” 
He said: “I doubt whether you’d find him much of a comfort when 
they herded you into the gas chambers. You might prefer a God of 
vengeance.” 
       — P.D. James, Original Sin 

The Word 
Call to Worship 
1 Timothy 1:17   

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

  



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Lyrics: Joachim Neander; Music: 17th Century German Tune 

Prayer of Invocation 



Call to Confession of Sin 
Hebrews 4:13 
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to 
the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

Confession of Sin  Please pray aloud together 
Minister: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

[You are invited to confess your sins to God silently at this time.] 
 
Minister: Almighty and most merciful Father, 

All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

Trisagion 
Music: Fernando Ortega 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hebrews 4:15-16 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.

 Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 

Abide With Me 
Lyrics: Henry Lytle; Music: Justin Smith 

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile;   
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile,   
Thou hast not left me, though I oft left Thee,   
On to the close Lord, abide with me. 



I need Thy presence, every passing hour.   
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter's power?   
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless   
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness   
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?  
I triumph still, abide with me. 

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;   
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.   
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;   
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me. 

The Prayers of the People  
  

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

(Please pray the italicized portions aloud together.) 

Most gracious God, 
who has promised to reveal His glory among all nations, 

Hear us as we pray for Your church. 
Bless all the ministers of Your word and sacraments 
and unite all Christians in the bonds of holy faith, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Pray silently for the Church.) 
Amen. 



Lord God of our fathers, 
who has promised to take care of our every need, 

Give us peaceful times and fruitful seasons. 
Grant all in authority over us 
wisdom and strength to do Your will 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Pray silently for our world.) 
Amen. 

Most merciful Father, 
comfort all who believe the good news of Your grace. 

We pray for all who are distressed: 
the poor, 
the homeless, 
the sick, 
the bereaved, 
and those afflicted in body and mind. 
Comfort and relieve them according to Your will, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Pray silently for all who suffer.) 
Amen. 

And now, as our Savior taught us, let us humbly pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 



Old Testament Reading 
PSalm 2:1-12 
 Reader:    The Word of the Lord. 

People:          Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 Reader:    The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ 

Sing to the Lord 
—Lyrics and Music: Roots Worship Collective 



New Testament Reading 
Revelation 2:18-29 
18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze. 19 “‘I know your works, your love and faith and 
service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the 
first. 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and 
seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food 
sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to 
repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her onto a 
sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into 
great tribulation, unless they repent of her works,23 and I will strike 
her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 
searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to 
your works. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this 
teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of 
Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold 
fast what you have until I come. 26 The one who conquers and who 
keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the 
nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen 
pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority 
from my Father.28 And I will give him the morning star. 29 He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

 Minister:    The Word of the Lord. 
People:          Thanks be to God. 

Sermon          Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table 
Confession of Faith 
Heidelberg Catechism, Question 60 
  
Minister: How are you right with God? 
  

All:  Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience   
  accuses me of having grievously sinned against all God's   
  commandments and of never having kept any of them, and   
  even  though I am still inclined toward all evil, nevertheless,   
  without my deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants   
  and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and   
  holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned or been a sinner, as   
  if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for   
  me. All I need to do is to accept this gift with a believing heart.  
  Amen. 

Invitation and Prayer 
 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this 
 meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 



Sursum Corda 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 

Mystery of Faith 
Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
All:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.   

Christ will come again! 
Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
 [As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup.    
 We provide individual cups of grape juice and gluten-free wafers in the   
 tray at the front. We partake in the Supper by intinction, that is, we dip the 
 bread into the cup.  Children who have not yet professed their faith in   
 Christ nor been admitted to the Table are encouraged to come forward for   
 a prayer of blessing.]   



The Lord is King 
Music & Lyrics: Nathan Partain 

 The Lord is King! Who then shall dare   
 Resist his will, distrust his care,   
 Or murmur at his wise decrees, 
 Or doubt his royal promises? 
 
 The Lord is King! Bow down you must; 
 The judge of all the earth is just;   
 Holy and true are all his ways, 
 Let every creature sing his praise. 



Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Music & Lyrics: Robert Robinson 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!  
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  

Benediction 



Silent Prayers During Communion 

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed):  Lord Jesus, thank you for 
placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, 
to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen. 

Prayer for Those Taking Communion:   Lord Jesus, your perfect life, your death 
and resurrection are the source of all blessing in this life and the life to come. As I 
eat this bread and drink this cup, renew me in the Joy and glory of knowing and 
serving you. I come to this table on the basis of your merit only and not my own. 
As you have completely and fully offered yourself for me, I now completely and 
fully offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Amen. 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:   Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the 
truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief:   Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I 
ever before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever 
dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross 
and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from 
the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin:   Lord Jesus, you have called me to follow 
you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that 
I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness 
of your Spirit. Grant also that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and 
may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance 
the race set before me, looking to you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen. 



Notes 
Offering: We have placed an offering box in the back of the nave that you can 
use as you enter or leave, or as you come to communion. You can also give online 
at our website www.mpctucson.org. 

Living Place Need: Our friend Deogratias, an asylum seeker here from 
Burundi, is looking for a place to stay starting in November. If you know of a 
good spot please let us know.  
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