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Reflection

I willingly believe that the damned are, in one sense, successful, rebels to
the end; that the doors of hell are locked on the inside.... They enjoy
forever the horrible freedom they have demanded, and are therefore self-
enslaved: just as the blessed, forever submitting to obedience, become
through all eternity more and more free.”

--C.S. Lewis

Pretty much anything else [besides God] you worship will eat you alive. If
you worship money and things---if they are where you tap meaning in
life---then you will never have enough. Never feel you have enough. It's
the truth. Worship your own body and beauty and sexual allure and you
will always feel ugly, and when time and age start showing, you will die a
million deaths before they finally plant you. Worship power---you will feel
weak and afraid, and you will need ever more power over others to keep
the fear at bay. Worship your intellect, being seen as smart---you will end
up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out. And so
on.

--David Foster Wallace

I sighed after such freedom, but was bound not by an iron imposed by
anyone else but by the iron of my own choice.
— St. Augustine

You can't see your jailer

You can't see the bars

You can't turn your head round fast enough

But it's everywhere you are

It's all around you

And everywhere you walk this prison yard surrounds you
--Tonio K.




Evening Worship

Second Sunday After Christmas
01.05.2020

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many
years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or
are just here as a favor to your friend, we're happy to have you.

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to keep
them in the service with you if you prefer.

The Word

Call to Worship

Revelation 19:6-7
Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory.

Doxology
Music: The Old One Hundredth
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Go Tell It On The Mountain

Traditional
Refrain
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The shepherds feared and trembled, when, lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain]

Down in a lowly manger our humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

Prayer of Invocation



Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 130:1-4
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.

Confession of Sin
[Pray aloud together]

Dear Lord Jesus Christ, I feel my sins. They bite and gnaw
and frighten me. Where shall I go? I look to you, Lord
Jesus, and I believe in you. Although my faith is weak, I
cling to you and am made sure, for you have promised
that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him
shall have eternal life. Even if my conscience is troubled
and my sins frighten me and make me tremble, you have
still assured me that my sins have been forgiven on
account of your name. I cannot help myself and so come
to you for help. Amen.

[You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.]

Kyrie Eleison
Music: Greg Wilbur
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Assurance of Forgiveness
Psalm 130:7-8
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast

love, and with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem
Israel from all his iniquities.

Minister:  May the peace of Christ be with you!
All: And also with you!

The Lord is King

Music & Lyrics: Nathan Partain
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The Lord is King! Who then shall dare resist his will, distrust his care,
Or murmur at his wise decrees, or doubt his royal promises?

The Lord is King! Bow down you must; The judge of all the earth is just;
Holy and true are all his ways, Let every creature sing his praise.

The Prayers of the People

Leader:  The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying:
Lord, have mercy.

For peace throughout the world, especially where there is war, and
for the unity of the body of Christ, let us pray to the Lord, saying:
Lord, have mercy.

(Please pray silently for our world.)

For our nation, the President and all whom we have trusted with the
leadership of our country, let us pray to the Lord, saying:

Lord, have mercy.

(Please pray silently for our nation’s leaders.)

For this gathering of the faithful at Midtown Presbyterian, as well as
those gathering together in worship throughout the world, let us pray
to the Lord, saying:

Lord, have mercy.

(Please pray silently for the church.)



For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphaned, for the sick
and suffering, let us pray to the Lord, saying:

Lord, have mercy.

(Please pray silently for those who suffer.)

And now hear us as we pray as our Savior taught us, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Psalm 126:1-6
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

John 8:31-36
Reader: The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
People: Praise be to You, O Christ.



Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above
Music: Leigh Nash; Lyrics: Charles Wesley
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God in whom they move and live, let every creature sing;
Glory to their maker give, and homage to their king!

Hallowed be Thy name beneath, as in heaven on earth adored;
Praise the Lord in every breath, let all things praise the Lord,
Let all things praise the Lord! [Chorus]

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah
We'll sing the story of honor and glory, and praise the name! [Chorus]

New Testament Reading

Acts 16:11-34

11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and
the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a
leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained
in this city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the
gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One who
heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to
pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and
her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon
us.

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men

are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of
salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.
19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the

rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said,



“These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The
crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off
them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had
inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the
jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into
the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks . 25 About

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And
immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were
unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, *Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed
in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And
they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and
washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.
34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And
he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.

Minister: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Rev. Charles Garland



The Table

Confession of Faith
--The Heidelberg Catechism, Question #1

Minister:

People:

What is your only comfort in life and death?

That I am not my own, but belong with body and
soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful Savior
Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with
His precious blood, and has set me free from all
the power of the devil. He also preserves me in
such a way that without the will of my heavenly
Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all
things must work together for my salvation.
Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of
eternal life and makes me heartily willing and
ready from now on to live for Him.

Invitation and Prayer
[Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family
meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a
congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and
with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for
Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.]



The Sursum Corda (Lift Up Your Hearts)
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Words of Institution

The Mystery of Faith
Minister:  Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again!
Minister:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Minister:  The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup

[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup. We
provide individual cups of grape juice and gluten-free wafers in the tray at the
front. We partake in the Supper by intinction, that is, we dip the bread into the
cup. Children who have not yet professed their faith in Christ nor been admitted
to the Table are encouraged to come forward for a prayer of blessing.]



Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Music: William Runyan; Lyrics: Thomas Chisholm
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Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]



Be Thou My Vision
Music & Lyrics: Traditional Irish Hymn
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Wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres-ence my  light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou
with me, Lord; Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; be thou my dignity, thou my
delight; Thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tow'r;
Raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now
and always: Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O bright
heav'n's Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Benediction



Notes

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the sanctuary that you
can use as you enter or leave. You can also give online at our website
www.mpctucson.org.

Email List: Please sign up for our email list on the table in the back. We send
out the bulletin and announcements every week before worship and would love
to include you.

New Women'’s Bible Study coming: Every other Wednesday Night, starting
next week. Details to follow.

TableTalk: Tonight we are having our dinners and conversation after church in
homes or restaurants. If you haven't signed up it’s not too late. Sara Edgar has
the list and can connect you to one of the spots.

Men’s Book Group: Men's book club will meet this Tuesday, January 7th at 7
PM at Matt McReynold’s house (4779 E. Avenida del Cazador) to discuss Animal
Farm by George Orwell.

Women's Book Group: will meet this Friday, January 10th, at 6:30pm, to
discuss The Book Thief by Markus Zusak. Meet at Alicia Moriss house: 253 E
Placita Nubes de Agua, Sahuarita 85629. Gate code is #8016. Dinner and drinks
will be served as we discuss the book. Then if you are free, please stick around
to watch the movie!

) Midtown Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Charles Garland WWW.MpCtUCson.org

Music Director: Sarah Lewis P.0. Box 40517, Tucson, AZ 85717
RUF Staff: Dan & Brittany Smith 678.849.7918

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
Biblical references are taken from the Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) Copyright 2001 by
Crossway Bibles. Music: Most historic hymns are public domain. Recent praise songs are printed under
Midtown Presbyterian Church’s CCLI License # 11521797.
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