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Evening Worship

Third Sunday after Pentecost
06.30.2019

Welcome to Worship at Midtown!

We are really glad to have you with us for worship today.
Whether you have been a Christian for many years, or are trying
to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or are just here
as a favor to your friend, we're happy to have you.

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to
keep them in the service with you if you prefer.

Reflection

Idols of power, then, are not only for the powerful. You can pursue
power in small, petty ways, by becoming a local neighborhood bully
or a low-level bureaucrat who bosses around the few people in his
field of authority. Power idolatry is all around us.

--Tim Keller

The early Christians rejoiced when they were deemed worthy to
suffer for what they believed. In those days the Church was not
merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of
popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of
society.

--Martin Luther King Jr.




The Word

Call to Worship
Psalm 100:1-5
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Doxology

Music: The Old One Hundredth
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My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
Lyrics: Edward Mole; Music: William B. Bradbury
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When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev'ry high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the 'whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found,

Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

Prayer of Invocation




Call to Confession of Sin

John 3:19-21
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into
the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever
lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen
plainly that what he has done has been done through God.

Confession of Sin
[Pray aloud together]

Most holy and merciful Father; we acknowledge and confess
before you our sinful nature—prone to evil and slothful in good—
and all our shortcomings and offenses. You alone know how
often we have sinned in wandering from your way, in wasting
your gifts, in forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, who
are ashamed and sorry for all wherein we have displeased you.
Teach us to hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults, and
forgive our sins for the sake of your dear Son. And, O most holy
and loving Father, help us, we plead with you, to live in your light
and walk in your ways, according to the commandments of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

[You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.]

Trisagion
Music: Fernando Ortega
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Assurance of Forgiveness

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Minister:  May the peace of Christ be with you!
All: And also with you!

Your Labor Is Not In Vain
Lyrics & Music: Kimbrough , Zach, Wardell, Keyes
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Your labor is not unknown,

Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan.
The place of your toil may not seem like a home,

But your labor is not unknown [chorus]

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit;

The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth;
For all that is old will at last be made new,

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit [chorus]

The houses you labor to build

Will finally with laughter and joy be filled;

The serpent that hurts and destroys will be killed
And all that is broken be healed [chorus]

The Prayers of the People
Leader: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

Lord, you built your church and promised to dwell with her forever.

Bless all who guard and feed your sheep, those who shepherd
souls, those who care for the poor, those who minister praise, as
well as those who teach your Word, that as you are lifted up, men
and women will be drawn to you.

(Please pray silently for the ministry of the church.) Amen.

Lord, likewise, you rule over all the nations of the earth.

We pray for peace in every corner of the world: in Afghanistan
and Syria, as well as every nation where there is suffering, that
you will be glorified among the nations.

(Please pray silently for our world.) Amen.



Lord, you offer comfort to those who are in need.

We commend to you all who are afflicted: those who are ill, those
who suffer in poverty, those who wrestle with all sorts of
addictions, as well as those who sorrow, that they will be
comforted in their time of tribulation.

(Please pray silently for all who suffer.) Amen.

Lord, out of the depths of eternity you moved in our history in the birth of Jesus
Christ our Lord. We pray now in the words he taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Psalm 118:1-29
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Mark 2:3-12
Reader: The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
People: Praise be to You, O Christ.



A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Lyrics & Music: Martin Luther
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great, and armed with cru-el hate, on earth is not his e___ qual.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God's own choosing;
Dost ask who that may be: Christ Jesus it is He;

Lord Sabbaoth His name, from age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.

And though this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God hath willed, his truth to triumph through us
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him

His rage we can endure, for lo his doom is sure,

One little word shall fell him.

That Word above all earthly pow'r, no thanks to them abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth;
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;

The body they may kill; God's truth abideth still,

His kingdom is forever!



New Testament Reading

Acts 4:1-22

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of
the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead.3 And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those
who had heard the word believed, and the humber of the men came to
about five thousand.

50n the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in
Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they
had set them in the midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name
did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man
has been healed, 19 et it be known to all of you and to all the people of
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you
well.11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which
has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else,

for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they
recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was
healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But
when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with
one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a
notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may
spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more
to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to



speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered
them, “"Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to
God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen
and heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them
go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were
praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of
healing was performed was more than forty years old.

Minister: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Luke Smith



The Table

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Invitation and Prayer
[Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family
meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a
congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and
with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for
Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.]



Sursum Corda
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Mystery of Faith
Minister:  Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen.

Christ will come again!
Minister:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Minister:  The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup
[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup.
We provide individual cups of grape juice and gluten-free wafers in the
tray at the front. We partake in the Supper by intinction, that is, we dip
the bread into the cup. Children who have not yet professed their faith in
Christ nor been admitted to the Table are encouraged to come forward for
a prayer of blessing.]



God’s Highway

Music & Lyrics: Sandra McCracken
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The shadows flee, the valley is deep,

But evil cannot conquer me.

Your rod and staff, they protect me;

You give me rest, You give me peace. [Chorus]

I see the shore from troubled seas.

This tiny ship that carries me,

It is not yet, but it will be;

So heaven come, it's You we need. [Chorus]



On Jordan’s Stormy Banks

Lyrics: Samuel Stennett;
N

Music: Christopher Miner
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All o’er those wide extended plains, Shines one eternal day;
There God the Son forever reigns, And scatters night away.

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath Can reach that healthful
shore; Sickness, sorrow, pain and death, Are felt and feared no more

When shall I reach that happy place, And be forever blessed?
When shall I see my Father’s face, And in His bosom rest?

Benediction




Notes

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the sanctuary that you
can use as you enter or leave. You can also give online at our website

www.mpctucson.org.

Email List: Please sign up for our email list on the table in the back. We send
out the bulletin and announcements every week before worship and would love
to include you.

Women’s Book Group: Thursday July 18th, 7 PM- on The Odyssey at Dana
McReynolds’s house (4779 E. Avenida del Cazador). August 15, 7 PM- book club
meeting on Katharina and Martin Luther: The Radical Marriage of a Runaway
Nun and A Renegade Monk by Michelle DeRusha—also meeting at Dana’s.)

Men’s Book Group: Silence by Shusaku Endo, Wednesday, July 10, at 7:00pm
at Matt McReynold’s home (4779 E. Avenida del Cazador). We'll watch the movie
on 7/12—same time and place.

Joshua Ridenour, a PhD student at the U of A, needs our help for his research

on evangelicals and political life. This link is to a questionnaire that will be

anonymous and confidential, and will take about 20 minutes to fill out. Please

help him with this if you can. https: rizona.col.qualtrics.com/jfe/form
V_50ow0xn6Hr: 1WZ

Hootenanny: Next one is July 19th at the Grimes’ home. Bring something to
play or just come listen and sing.

Pastor: Charles Garland Midtown Presbyterian Church
Pastoral Resident: Luke Smith www.mpctucson.org

Music Director: Sarah Lewis P.0. Box 40517, Tucson, AZ 85717
RUF Ministers: Dan & Brittany Smith 678.849.7918

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
Biblical references are taken from the Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) Copyright 2001 by
Crossway Bibles. Music: Most historic hymns are public domain. Recent praise songs are printed under
Midtown Presbyterian Church’s CCLI License # 11521797.
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